Wethersfield Board of Education

439 Willard Street

Kewanee, IL 61443

MINUTES OF THE APRIL 12, 2012 REGULAR MEETING 
REGULAR BUSINESS
President Kenney called the April 12, 2012 Regular Meeting to order at 6:38 PM with the following members present: Baker, Brody, Bryan, Nelson, and Kenney.  Also in attendance were: Principal Johnston, Principal Friedman, Supt. Kazubowski, Star-Courier Correspondent Dave Clarke, Karin Tunis, Joanne Imsland, and Ed Melendez.

Consent Agenda
A motion was made by Brody and seconded by Baker to approve Consent Agenda Items: Minutes of the March 8, 2012 Regular Meeting and Executive Session; Minutes of the March 22, 2012 Special Co-op Meeting with the Annawan Board of Education; Financial Reports, Investment Report, Activity Fund Report, and Bills; Student Suspensions.  On a roll call vote the following members voted “Yes:” Baker, Brody, Bryan, Nelson, and Kenney.  The motion carried 5-0.

Correspondence 

There was no correspondence.
Comments from Visitors 

There were no comments from visitors.

Board Reports 

President Kenney asked Board Members to share any reports on matters related to various committees and organizations.  Tyrone Baker reported that the Grade School Music Solo and Ensemble Contest hosted by Wethersfield went very well.  Dennis Kenney communicated that the annual Unit Dinner would be taking place on Sunday, April 29 beginning at 6:00pm at P.L. Damrons in Kewanee.  

OLD BUSINESS
Annual FFA/Agriculture Report

Mr. Ed Melendez was in attendance to provide the annual FFA/Agriculture report.  He reported on the current enrollment in his vocational classes and the FFA organization.  He also provided an update on future projects that will be taking place in his vocational courses as well as the new dual credit welding class that will be in place for next school year.

Approval of Elementary Roof Bid

A motion was made by Nelson and seconded by Bryan to approve the elementary roof project bid from R.A. Olden Roofing out of Kewanee as presented.   On a roll call vote the following members voted “Yes:” Baker, Brody, Bryan, Nelson, and Kenney.  The motion carried 5-0.

Mr. Kazubowski reported that Architect Phillips was able to work out an agreement with Northwest Restoration, the company that tuck pointed the Blish Building Chimney, to perform the tuck pointing on the Blish Building and the elementary building around the location where the roofing work will take place.  The agreement was for $2,500 which is significantly under budget for the tuck pointing work in these locations.

Approval of Gymnasium Ventilation Replacement

A motion was made by Brody and seconded by Baker to approve the gymnasium ventilation installation bid from G.M. Mechanical out of Canton as presented.   On a roll call vote the following members voted “Yes:” Baker, Brody, Bryan, Nelson, and Kenney.  The motion carried 5-0.

Approve Vocational Consortium Home Construction Class

A motion was made by Baker and seconded by Bryan to approve Wethersfield’s participation in the vocational consortium home construction class as presented.   On a roll call vote the following members voted “Yes:” Baker, Brody, Bryan, Nelson, and Kenney.  The motion carried 5-0.

Discussion ensued about the route we would be taking to Annawan and whether it might be shorter to take our van directly to Annawan instead of catching a shuttle at the end of Page Street Extension.

Approve IHSA/IESA Memberships
A motion was made by Nelson and seconded by Brody to approve participation in the IHSA and IESA for the 2012-2013 school year.  On a roll call vote the following members voted “Yes:” Baker, Brody, Bryan, Nelson, and Kenney.  The motion carried 5-0.
FY 12 Amended Budget
Supt. Kazubowski reported that he is in the process of amending our FY 12 Budget due to changes in anticipated revenue and expenditures.  He stated that he has set a Budget Hearing for June 14, 2012 at 6:30 PM in the Unit Office and that the budget would be on display beginning May 11th in order to meet the requirement of having the budget on display 30 days prior to the hearing.  He communicated that he would review the amended budget as well as provide board members a copy of the proposed budget changes at the May 10th board meeting. 
Set Public Hearing for Working Cash Fund Transfer

A motion was made by Baker and seconded by Bryan to approve setting a public hearing for our proposed $30,000 abatement from the working cash fund to the transportation fund for June 14, 2012 immediately following the public hearing on the FY 12 Amended Budget.  On a roll call vote the following members voted “Yes:” Baker, Brody, Bryan, Nelson, and Kenney.  The motion carried 5-0.
Approve Amended 2011-2012 School Calendar

A motion was made by Bryan and seconded by Nelson to approve the Amended 2011-2012 School Calendar as presented.  On a roll call vote the following members voted “Yes:” Baker, Brody, Bryan, Nelson, and Kenney.  The motion carried 5-0.

Approve Discipline, Co-curricular, and Athletic Codes for 2012-2013
A motion was made by Brody and seconded by Baker to approve the Discipline, Co-curricular, and Athletic Codes for the 2012-2013 school year as presented.  On a roll call vote the following members voted “Yes:” Baker, Brody, Bryan, Nelson, and Kenney.  The motion carried 5-0.

GSA Estimate/Transportation Reimbursement for 2012-2013

Mr. Kazubowski provided an estimate of next year’s general state aid calculation based on the preliminary budget numbers that are coming out of Springfield.  Mr. Kazubowski reported that although the governor is asking for a $6,119 per pupil figure, in the preliminary budget proposals that are coming out of both the House and Senate there was not enough money budgeted in the GSA line item to cover the proposed amount for general state aid will once again be prorated at somewhere between 91% and 96% of full amount.  The talk in Springfield is that education funding is going to fall back to the same level it was at during the 2004-2005 school year.  

It was also reported that discussions are occurring in Springfield to possibly eliminate transportation funding and allow districts to: 1) charge students to ride the bus 2) not provide transportation to students 3) raise the transportation levy from 20 cents to 24 cents per 100 dollars in EAV 4) a combination of the 3 possibilities. 

 Mr. Kazubowski communicated that talks are very strong that the State’s 7.4% portion of the TRS contribution will be passed onto the local school districts.  Preliminary estimates are that this shift would cost Wethersfield approximately $180,000 would otherwise have gone to educating our students.

Floor Tile Update

Mr. Kazubowski shared correspondence he had with the representative from Armstrong Floor Tile.  An update was also provided on where we are at in resolving the floor tile issue.  It was reported that Framar, the company we purchased the mastic remover from, would be on sight April 18 to provide their analysis of the situation. 
Other Old Business

Mr. Kazubowski communicated that with the expansion of our dual credit offerings through Black Hawk College, we have several seniors that will have all of their gen-ed requirements completed prior to enrolling in college as a freshman this fall.  He reported that one student communicated that she will be saving close to $40,000 in college tuition costs due to taking advantage of all of the dual credit courses that we offer.  A special thank you was provided to Paula Luft and Chanda Dowell of BHC for working so closely with area schools in order to offer dual credit courses.

Mr. Kazubowski reported that he is in the process of scheduling a retirement appreciation dinner for Mr. Hulick and his wife on June 20 at 6:00 PM at The Dunes in Kewanee.  He invited board members and spouses to the dinner and asked that those interested in attending RSVP.

Mr. Kazubowski provided an update on the distance learning consortium that has been shared at past board meetings.  It was also communicated the consortium is working closely with BHC to secure possible grant funding to help pay for the start-up costs associated with setting up the distance learning network backbone and equipment. 

A special thank you was given to Tonya Vincent and Brandon Johnston for their work in organizing the painting of the Wayne Pillen Fitness Center that took place over our spring break.  It was also reported that the new weight room flooring has been delivered and will be installed before the end of the month.  The Wethersfield Athletic Booster Club was once again thanked for providing the funding to pay for the weight room upgrades.

The status of the district’s upcoming technology lease was provided.  It was communicated that if all necessary paperwork was finalized, a technology lease resolution would be brought to the May board meeting for the board to consider.

NEW BUSINESS

Principal Reports 

Mrs. Friedman and Mr. Johnston answered questions on their board reports.

Other New Business

It was reported that the annual unit dinner is scheduled for Sunday, April 29 beginning at 6:00 pm at P.L. Damrons.  

Comments from Visitors 
There were no comments from visitors.

CLOSED SESSION

A motion was made by Brody and seconded by Bryan to enter into Executive Session at 7:47 PM for employment of personnel, individual student matter, and student discipline. On a roll call vote the following members voted “Yes:” Baker, Brody, Bryan, Nelson, and Kenney.  The motion carried 5-0.
OPEN SESSION

A motion was made by Bryan and seconded by Baker to return to Open Session at 9:06 PM.  On a roll call vote the following members voted “Yes:” Baker, Brody, Bryan, Nelson, and Kenney.  The motion carried 5-0.
Employment of Personnel 
A motion was made by Bryan and seconded by Brody to accept with regrets the resignation of Rachel Stahl as 7th grade volleyball coach and Rachel Brown as high school English teacher, high school speech coach and high school student council advisor effective at the end of the 2011-2012 school year.  On a roll call vote the following members voted “Yes:” Baker, Brody, Bryan, Nelson, and Kenney.  The motion carried 5-0.

A motion was made by Baker and seconded by Brody to approve a new one year technology coordinator contract effective May 1, 2012 through April 30, 2013 for John Montgomery as presented.  On a roll call vote the following members voted “Yes:” Baker, Brody, Bryan, Nelson, and Kenney.  The motion carried 5-0.

A motion was made by Baker and seconded by Brody to approve Paul Alepra as summer technology helper to work up to 16 hours per week.  On a roll call vote the following members voted “Yes:” Baker, Brody, Bryan, Nelson, and Kenney.  The motion carried 5-0.

A motion was made by Baker and seconded by Bryan to approve the employment of Chelsie Larson as pre-kindergarten teacher at BA with 0 years experience plus 5 per diem days and the employment of Amanda Maley as high school English teacher at BA with 0 years experience for the 2012-2013 school year.  On a roll call vote the following members voted “Yes:” Baker, Brody, Bryan, Nelson, and Kenney.  The motion carried 5-0.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

a. High School Play- April 13 and 14 at 7:00 PM in Gymnasium

b. Comedy Sports Club Yearbook Fundraiser- April 21

c. PSAE Testing: April 24 and 25

d. Annual Unit Dinner- April 29 at 6:00 PM: P.L Damrons

e. May 9- 11:15 Dismissal: Staff In-Service

f. Next Board Meeting – May 10, 2012 at 6:30 PM

g. Junior/Senior Prom- May 12 from 8-11 at The Kewanee Dunes
ADJOURN
A motion was made by Nelson and seconded by Bryan to adjourn at 9:10 PM. On a roll call vote the following members voted “Yes:” Baker, Brody, Bryan, Nelson, and Kenney.  The motion carried 5-0.




 ______________________________________

    Sue Brody, Secretary                    Date

