Wethersfield Board of Education

439 Willard Street

Kewanee, IL 61443

MINUTES OF THE FEBRUARY 9, 2012 REGULAR MEETING
President Kenney called the February 9, 2012 Regular Meeting to order at 4:00 PM with the following members present: Brody, Bryan, Fargher, Nelson, Reeves, and Kenney.  Also in attendance were: Principal Friedman, Principal Johnston, Supt. Kazubowski, Star-Courier Correspondent Dave Clarke, and Mike Roemer.

REGULAR BUSINESS

Consent Agenda
A motion was made by Brody and seconded by Fargher to approve consent agenda items:  Minutes of the January 12, 2012 Meeting and Executive Session; Financial Reports, Investment Reports, Budget Summary Report, Bills, and Activity Fund Report; and Student Suspensions.  On a roll call vote the following members voted “Yes:” Brody, Bryan, Fargher, Nelson, Reeves, and Kenney.  The motion carried 6-0.

Correspondence 

There was no correspondence.

Comments from Visitors 

There were no comments from visitors.
Board Reports 

President Kenney asked Board Members to share any reports on matters related to various committees and organizations.  Dan Bryan reported the PATT Family Fun Night was a success and that the change from spaghetti to pizza was well received.  Dennis Kenney reminded board members to pay their unit dues and that planning has started for the annual unit dinner that will take place this spring.  Mark Fargher reported the Athletic Booster Club would be meeting next week.  Sue Brody communicated the last Special Education Governing Board meeting was a combined board meeting with superintendents and that Director Greg Weirthem presented his “State of the Special Education Consortium” report.  

OLD BUSINESS

Joint Board Training
Supt. Kazubowski reported Judy Taylor is still trying to final plans for the joint board training.  The training will be taking place at P.L. Damrons, but at this point in time Judy is attempting to schedule a presenter and is running into difficulties in verifying the presenter and the meeting date.  Mr. Kazubowski communicated that he would send out final information once it is received.

Sports Co-ops Meeting
Mr. Kazubowski reminded the board of the sports co-op dinner/meeting with the Annawan Board of Education that is taking place at The Kewanee Dunes starting at 6:00 PM on Thursday, March 22.  Mr. Kazubowski asked board members to let him know if there were any specific agenda items they would like to see included for the meeting.  

Summer Life-Safety Work

Mr. Kazubowski reported the district did issue our Life-Safety Bonds and that we received a check for $620,000 the last week of January.  He also reported that a planning meeting took place with architect Bill Phillips on January 30, and the priority list that was developed at the meeting for Life-Safety Work that will be taking place this summer includes:

1. Roof repair and replacement at the elementary

2. Brick tuck pointing work throughout the school district

3. Exterior door replacement/repair work and installation of our key card reader security system

4. Food service items that includes the new stove, new convection oven, fire suppression system, new ventilation fan in dish room, new facets and a few other misc. items

5. Ventilation work in the high school gym, high school science lab and weight room

6. Some of the smaller misc. items such as ground fault outlets and drywall work that Dave Talbot and his crew will perform in-house

Mr. Kazubowski reported that we would begin preparing bid specs and letting bids for the projects during the March and April timeframe.

Approve Emergency Elementary Water Heater Replacement Life-Safety Amendment

A motion was made by Bryan and seconded by Reeves to approve the emergency Life-Safety Amendment to replace the Elementary Water Heater as presented.  On a roll call vote the following members voted “Yes:” Brody, Bryan, Fargher, Nelson, Reeves, and Kenney.  The motion carried 6-0.

Wind Farm Update

Mr. Kazubowski shared the school district consortium from the Chicago area that was going to put a small wind farm in our district off of Osceola Blacktop has changed their plans and the wind farm will not be constructed.

High School Tile Update
Mr. Kazubowski communicated the moisture test to determine if too much moisture coming up from under the tile might be the reason for the tile buckling on the edges came back negative.  It was also reported that Spets Brothers and a representative from Armstrong Tile visited our district along with architect Bill Phillips on January 30 to discuss the next steps in determining a cause for the buckling tile.  Mr. Kazubowski reported that several of the tile have been pulled from the floor and sent off to a lab to have an adhesive test performed.  Mr. Kazubowski also reported that at the January 30 meeting, the worst case scenario that was discussed as a fix for the problem was to pull the tile from the entire hallway and redo the hallway.  Mr. Kazubowski communicated he would continue to provide updates as we learn more information about the buckling tile.
School Insurance Renewal
Discussion ensued about the renewal of our district’s property, casualty, student accident and workman’s compensation insurance package.  The board directed Mr. Kazubowski to: 1) see what renewal rates from Jager Insurance would come in at if we raised our deductible from $1,000 to $2,500 and 2) Bid the insurance package to see if a more competitive rate can be found.  

Other Old Business  
It was communicated that the Wethersfield Academic Foundation approved funding requests to purchase electronic books for the library, colored Nook readers, laptop computers, and an electronic gaming/exercise system for K-8 PE classes.

NEW BUSINESS

Tentative Calendar for the 2012-2013 School Year
It was communicated that a planning meeting with representatives from the WEA took place on January 24 to develop the 2012-2013 school calendar.  A summary of the calendar was presented to the board, and questions on the proposed calendar were answered.  It was communicated that the calendar would officially be adopted at the March board meeting. 
Home Repair Vocational Co-op Program

A summary of planning meetings that have taken place with representatives from the Annawan, Cambridge, Galva, and Stark County School Districts to implement a Vocational Cooperative Program in the future was provided.  It was communicated that the goal of the co-op program was to provide real life hands-on experiences at an actual job site to teach students from each of the school districts the skills necessary to 1) refurbish an existing house 2) build from the ground up a non-livable structure such as a garage 3) build from the ground up a new construction home.  Mr. Kazubowski reported that city leaders, bankers and realtors from each of the communities have been invited to an informational meeting/brain storming session on Monday, February 27 at 4:15 at the Black Hawk College Community Education Center for the purpose of gathering ideas and opinions on how the co-op could best meet the needs of the local communities, local banks and local realtors.  In response to why the Kewanee School District was not involved in the consortium, Mr. Kazubowski reported that in a meeting with Chris Sullens, KEDC Director Russell Medley, Mr. Johnston and Mr. Kazubowski that took place last spring, the Kewanee School District was the first district that was offered an opportunity to help form the consortium and Mr. Sullens communicated that Kewanee was not interested due to scheduling issues with their 7 period day.  

Mr. Johnston provided information on a dual credit Welding Class that would be taught by Mr. Melendez we are working with Black Hawk College to create for next school year. 

Weight Room Updates
Mr. Johnston and Mr. Kazubowski communicated that a committee of boys and girls coaches have been meeting over the last couple of months to plan updates that would be taking place in the Wayne Pillen Weight Room.  The updates include having volunteers paint the weight room walls during spring break, having Mr. Trill’s woodworking class create wooden record boards that will hang on the walls of the weight room, and developing a plan to secure funding to put in a new rubberized flooring system in the weight room and purchase updated equipment for the weight room.  It was suggested that training videos be created as a way to teach instructors and students a consistent way to maintain safe and proper form during lifts.

Mr. Johnston also discussed his plan to incorporate an athletic PE class into the high school schedule for next school year. 

Technology Lease/Internet Upgrade

 Mrs. Friedman provided an update on recommendations from our district technology committee that has been meeting for most of the school year.  She reported that members of the committee recently visited other area schools, conducted research and attended a technology conference to determine how others are making use of technology to enhance the teaching and learning of students.  Mrs. Friedman reported that the committee is in the process of finalizing their 3-5 year technology goals, and that with our current technology lease expiring we would recommending a new 4-5 year technology lease this summer for the board to consider.

It was also reported that we are piloting internet service through Comcast, that Comcast claims can provide internet speeds as high as 50 mega-bytes which is significantly higher than the current T-1 lines we are using can provide.  Mr. Kazubowski reported if the pilot works out we would add a second line from Comcast to replace the two T-1 lines we currently have in place with a savings of close to $400 a month for the district.

Text Messaging Instant Communication System

Information was provided on a new parent, student, and community text messaging communication system that we recently implemented with the purpose being to provide up to the minute information on school closings, early dismissals due to emergency situations that might arise, and school events.  Mr. Kazubowski communicated that those interested in signing up for our text messaging communication system should phone 36000 from their cell phone and type geese230 in the body of the message.  He did report normal text messaging rates, contingent on the cell phone plan the person signing up has, do apply to the messaging service.

Legislative Issues Updates

Mr. Kazubowski provided a summary on several legislative issues that will be occurring during this spring’s legislative session.  He reported on:

1) Pension reform and the talk that the State’s pension costs could be passed down to the local school districts.

2) The increase ISBE is asking for in the per pupil foundation level, although the increase ISBE is asking for is still $125 below what it was at two years ago 

3) ISBE is looking at various ways to streamline the way transportation funding is reimbursed.  Mr. Kazubowski reminded the board that last year when Governor Quinn cut transportation funding he rationalized that this should be a local expense and not a State expense.  It was reported that ISBE is asking for level funding of transportation dollars in this year’s budget

4) A summary of the new State School Report Card was provided

Principal’s Report
The principal’s reports were presented and questions were answered.  

Other New Business

Mr. Johnston communicated we have a foreign exchange student from Austria living with the Abbott family during 2nd semester.

Comments from Visitors
On behalf of the School Board and the School District, Dennis Kenney expressed our condolences to the family of Jim Humphrey.

CLOSED SESSION

A motion was made by Brody and seconded by Fargher to enter into Executive Session at 5:12 PM for the purpose of Employment and Evaluation of Personnel, Student Discipline, and an Individual Student Matter.. On a roll call vote the following members voted “Yes:” Brody, Bryan, Fargher, Nelson, Reeves, and Kenney.  The motion carried 6-0.
OPEN SESSION

A motion was made by Bryan and seconded by Brody to return to Open Session at 5:55 PM.  On a roll call vote the following members voted “Yes:” Brody, Bryan, Fargher, Nelson, Reeves, and Kenney.  The motion carried 6-0.
Employment of Personnel
A motion was made by Bryan and seconded by Fargher to approve the voluntary transfer request of Shelley Gomez from pre-kindergarten to kindergarten for the 2012-2013 school year pending finding a suitable replacement to take over the pre-kindergarten vacancy.  On a roll call vote the following members voted “Yes:” Brody, Bryan, Fargher, Nelson, Reeves, and Kenney.  The motion carried 6-0.
A motion was made by Fargher and seconded by Brody to approve Logan Willits and Brandon Christy as assistant Titan football coaches for the 2012-2013 school year.  On a roll call vote the following members voted “Yes:” Brody, Bryan, Fargher, Nelson, Reeves, and Kenney.  The motion carried 6-0.
A motion was made by Fargher and seconded by Reeves to approve Creston Fenn as head Titan cross country coach and Laurie Steger as assistant Titan cross country coach for the 2012-2013 school year.  On a roll call vote the following members voted “Yes:” Brody, Bryan, Fargher, Nelson, Reeves, and Kenney.  The motion carried 6-0.
A motion was made by Bryan and seconded by Brody to approve Ann Heller as assistant Titan track coach for the 2012 track season.  On a roll call vote the following members voted “Yes:” Brody, Bryan, Fargher, Nelson, Reeves, and Kenney.  The motion carried 6-0.
A motion was made by Bryan and seconded by Fargher to accept with regrets the resignation of Marshall Nelson as assistant varsity football coach effective immediately.  On a roll call vote the following members voted “Yes:” Brody, Bryan, Fargher, Nelson, Reeves, and Kenney.  The motion carried 6-0.
A motion was made by Bryan and seconded by Fargher stating that Mrs. Friedman has met the goals of her current administrative contract and to approve a new three year principal’s contract for Mrs. Friedman as presented. On a roll call vote the following members voted “Yes:” Brody, Bryan, Fargher, Nelson, Reeves, and Kenney.  The motion carried 6-0.
A motion was made by Reeves and seconded by Bryan stating that Mr. Johnston has met the goals of his current administrative contract and to approve a new three year principal’s contract for Mr. Johnston as presented. On a roll call vote the following members voted “Yes:” Brody, Bryan, Fargher, Nelson, Reeves, and Kenney.  The motion carried 6-0.
A motion was made by Brody and seconded by Fargher to approve the unpaid leave request of cafeteria assistant Cheryl Ince as presented.  On a roll call vote the following members voted “Yes:” Brody, Bryan, Fargher, Nelson, Reeves, and Kenney.  The motion carried 6-0.
ANNOUNCEMENTS

a. Friday, February 17, 2012: Red Cross Blood Drive sponsored by Key Club

b. President’s Day –  February 20, 2012 No School

c. Casmir Pulaski Day- March 5, 2012 NO SCHOOL PENDING THE USE OF NO SNOW DAYS

d. Week of March 5th - ISAT Testing for grades 3-8 Begins

e. Next Board Meeting – March 8, 2012
ADJOURN
A motion was made by Brody and seconded by Reeves to adjourn at 5:58 PM.  On a roll call vote the following members voted “Yes:” Brody, Bryan, Fargher, Nelson, Reeves, and Kenney.  The motion carried 6-0.




 ______________________________________

    Sue Brody, Secretary                    Date

