Wethersfield Board of Education

439 Willard Street

Kewanee, IL 61443

MINUTES OF THE JANUARY 13, 2011 REGULAR MEETING
President Kenney called the January 13, 2011 Regular Meeting to order at 6:32 PM with the following members present: Bryan, Nelson, Schwerbrock, Swedman and Kenney.  Also in attendance were: Principal Friedman, Principal Johnston, Supt. Kazubowski, Star-Courier Correspondent Dave Clarke and WKEI Correspondent Cindy Farmer.
REGULAR BUSINESS


Brody arrived at 6:33 PM.

Consent Agenda
A motion was made by Schwerbrock and seconded by Bryan to approve consent agenda items: Minutes of the December 9, 2010 Regular Meeting and Executive Session; Minutes of the December 9, 2010 Truth in Taxation Public Hearing on the 2010 Tax Levy; Investment Reports, Financial Reports, Bills and Activity Fund Report; and Student Suspensions; On a roll call vote the following members voted “Yes:” Brody, Bryan, Nelson, Schwerbrock, Swedman and Kenney.  The motion carried 6-0.

Correspondence 

A Freedom of Information Act Request from researcher Alicia Mills was shared along with the response Ms. Mills received from our school district.
Comments from Visitors 

There were no comments from visitors.
Board Reports 

President Kenney asked Board Members to share any reports on matters related to various committees and organizations.  Bob Swedman reported that Music Boosters are starting fudge sales fundraising, that Wethersfield will be hosting the IEMA Solo and Ensemble Contest, and that the pep band would begin playing at basketball games this Friday.  Dan Bryan reported that the PATT Family Fun Night would occur on February 5, Spring Fling pictures would take place on March 16, and the building wide Family Book Club would kickoff next week.   

OLD BUSINESS

Seniority Lists
A motion was made by Brody and seconded by Bryan to approve the Seniority Lists for both certified and non-certified staff as presented and to authorize Supt. Kazubowski to distribute the seniority lists to the staff by February 1st, as required by law.  On a roll call vote the following members voted “Yes:” Brody, Bryan, Nelson, Schwerbrock, Swedman and Kenney.  The motion carried 6-0.
School Board Election
Mr. Kazubowski reported that 4 candidates- incumbent Dan Bryan along with Tyrone Baker, Dave Dennison and Dave Reeves would be running for the 3 open school board seats at the April 5, 2011 school board election.  The order the candidate’s names will appear on the election ballot was also shared with the board.

Summer Projects Update

Mr. Kazubowski reminded the board that the district still has over $200,000 of QZAB Bond money that must be spent within a three year time period.  He also communicated that the State has made available up to $250,000 per project in matching grant money for energy efficiency projects.  Discussion ensued about the various projects that are being planned for this summer.  It was reported that: 1) QZAB Bonds would be used to replace the high school lockers 2) QZAB Bonds would be used to remove and replace the asbestos tile in the main high school hallway, high school office, Mr. Epperly’s room, and the restrooms 3) QZAB Bonds would be used to replace the partitions in the restrooms 4) If a State Energy Efficiency matching grant is received an energy management system would be installed throughout the district 5) If a State Energy Efficiency Grant is not received the handicapped access work for the main bleachers of the athletic field would be completed using QZAB Bond money  6) Phase 2 of the ticket booth refurbishing project will be completed with volunteer labor and donations that have been received from the community paying for the project 7) The concrete sidewalk at the front entrance of the Blish Building and around the ticket booth will be replaced.

It was requested that placing door locks on the north doors of the high school gym be investigated.      
Hospital EAV
The Department of Revenue’s response to our Freedom of Information Act request was shared along with our attorney’s response to the State’s Freedom of Information Act Officer.

Mr. Kazubowski reminded the board that if a ruling is not made by the Department of Revenue in a timely manner, we could stand to lose over $200,000 in general state aid next year as a result of the local wealth factor in the state aid formula and the fact that the $6.8 million of the Hospital EAV will be included in the calculation.

Mr. Kazubowski shared a letter Wethersfield and all the taxing bodies that have the Hospital in their taxing districts received from the County Review Board.  The letter states that the Hospital is asking for a reduction in their EAV from $6.8 million down to $4.3 million.  According to the letter any taxing district wishing to intervene in the matter must file a Request to Intervene with the County’s Board of Review prior to January 16, 2011.  Mr. Kazubowski also shared our attorney’s opinion on whether or not the District should file the Request to Intervene.  Discussion ensued.  It was the consensus of the board to allow the County’s Board of Review to make a determination on the application without the district intervening.

Other Old Business

Mr. Kazubowski reported that a memorial banner and science lab dedication on behalf of Mr. Palanos will take place at halftime of the varsity boys’ basketball game on February 18 versus United.  It was also communicated that a committee of students would be helping design the banner and science lab plaque.

Mr. Kazubowski communicated that he had a conversation with the State Board of Education as well as a local banker and it was determined that there are many districts throughout the State that finance buses through a bank as opposed to entering into a lease to own agreement with a bus company because better interest rates could be obtained by doing so.  Mr. Kazubowski reported that we would be purchasing a new bus and a new mini-van to replace the high mileage green mini-van this spring.

Letters sent to the IHSA on behalf of Wethersfield, Kewanee, and Neponset asking for an eligibility ruling on Neponset students that would grandfathered and allowed to continue attending Wethersfield if a Neponset-Kewanee annexation occurs were shared.  It was reported that the IHSA did rule that those Neponset students that decide to finish out their careers at Wethersfield would be eligible to participate in IHSA sponsored activities.

Mr. Johnston stated that this year’s senior class trip would be a train trip to Chicago for a Cubs baseball game and shopping.

A motion was made by Swedman and seconded by Bryan to approve the grandfather clause deactivation agreement with the Kewanee School District as presented that allows Neponset students that are currently attending Wethersfield to continue attending Wethersfield if a Kewanee-Neponset annexation occurs.  On a roll call vote the following members voted “Yes:” Brody, Bryan, Nelson, Schwerbrock, Swedman and Kenney.  The motion carried 6-0.
NEW BUSINESS

Appoint FY 12 Auditors
A motion was made by Brody and seconded by Schwerbrock to approve Gorenz & Associates as our FY 12 Auditors.  On a roll call vote the following members voted “Yes:” Brody, Bryan, Nelson, Schwerbrock, Swedman and Kenney.  The motion carried 6-0.
Asbestos Tile Abatement and Replacement Life-Safety Amendment

A motion was made by Nelson and seconded by Brody to approve the life-safety amendment as presented for the asbestos tile abatement and replacement of the high school main hallway, Mr. Epperly’s classroom, high school office, and main hallway restrooms along with replacing the partitions in the main high school hallway.  On a roll call vote the following members voted “Yes:” Brody, Bryan, Nelson, Schwerbrock, Swedman and Kenney.  The motion carried 6-0.
Approve Energy Efficiency Grant Application

A motion was made by Swedman and seconded by Schwerbrock to approve the State Energy Efficiency Grant application to install an electronic energy management system throughout the district as presented.  On a roll call vote the following members voted “Yes:” Brody, Bryan, Nelson, Schwerbrock, Swedman and Kenney.  The motion carried 6-0.
IHSA Independent Sports Participation

It was communicated that senior Logan Brown would be representing Wethersfield as an independent participant in IHSA diving contests this spring with the understanding that Logan and his family are responsible for all fees and transportation associated with attending and entering the diving meets.

Joint Board Training

It was reported that Judy Taylor is in the process of organizing the annual multi-district board training/dinner.  Mr. Kazubowski communicated that she is currently trying to pin down a date and location, but the topic of the training will be on what is currently happening with the politics in Springfield.

Mr. Kazubowski asked for board input in regards to scheduling a co-op discussion dinner/meeting with the Annawan School District again this year.  Discussion ensued.  It was the consensus of the board that the meeting was a good way to keep the lines of communication open and that the board would like to schedule a dinner/meeting.

Principal’s Report
Principal Friedman and Principal Johnston answered questions on their principal reports.  
Other New Business

There was no other new business.

Comments from Visitors

There were no comments from visitors.

CLOSED SESSION

A motion was made by Brody and seconded by Schwerbrock to enter into Executive Session at 7:57 PM for the purpose of Employment and Evaluation of Personnel, Individual Student Matter, and Contract Negotiations.  On a roll call vote the following members voted “Yes:” Brody, Bryan, Nelson, Schwerbrock, Swedman and Kenney.  The motion carried 6-0.
OPEN SESSION

A motion was made by Bryan and seconded by Schwerbrock to return to Open Session at 8:47 PM.  On a roll call vote the following members voted “Yes:” Brody, Bryan, Nelson, Schwerbrock, Swedman and Kenney.  The motion carried 6-0.
Employment of Personnel
A motion was made by Swedman and seconded by Brody to approve the employment contract of Lori Livas as part time science teacher for second semester of the 2010-2011 school year as presented.   On a roll call vote the following members voted “Yes:” Brody, Bryan, Nelson, Schwerbrock, Swedman and Kenney.  The motion carried 6-0.

A motion was made by Brody and seconded by Schwerbrock to accept the resignation of Blake VonHolten as assistant football coach effective immediately.   On a roll call vote the following members voted “Yes:” Brody, Bryan, Nelson, Schwerbrock, Swedman and Kenney.  The motion carried 6-0.
ANNOUNCEMENTS

a. NO SCHOOL- January 17, 2011- Martin Luther King Jr. Birthday

b. Midwinter Dance- February 19, 2011 

c. Next Board Meeting – February 10, 2011 at 6:30 PM

d. WAF Post Valentine’s Day Dance- February 19, 2011 8:00-11:00 at Flemish American Club

ADJOURN
A motion was made by Schwerbrock and seconded by Brody to adjourn at 8:49 PM. On a roll call vote the following members voted “Yes:” Brody, Bryan, Nelson, Schwerbrock, Swedman and Kenney.  The motion carried 6-0.




 ______________________________________

    Dan Bryan, Secretary                    Date

