Wethersfield Board of Education

439 Willard Street

Kewanee, IL 61443

MINUTES OF THE JUNE 9, 2011 REGULAR MEETING
President Kenney called the June 9, 2011 Regular Meeting to order at 6:38 PM with the following members present: Baker, Brody, Bryan, Fargher, Nelson, Reeves, and Kenney.  Also in attendance were: Supt. Kazubowski, Principal Johnston, Star-Courier Correspondent Dave Clarke and Athletic Director Gene Hulick.   

REGULAR BUSINESS

Consent Agenda

A motion was made by Baker and seconded by Bryan to approve consent agenda items: Minutes of the May 12, 2011 Regular Meeting and Executive Session; financial reports, investment reports, activity fund report, and bills; student suspensions; and letting of milk bids with a bid due date of July 5, 2011 at 9:00 AM. On a roll call vote the following members voted “Yes:” Baker, Brody, Bryan, Fargher, Nelson, Reeves, and Kenney.  The motion carried 7-0.

Mr. Kazubowski provided an update on the FY 12 education budget that was recently passed by the legislature and is waiting for the signature of the governor.  He reported that although education is going to take a hit of roughly 5% this fiscal year, education did fare better than some of the other areas of the budget.

Correspondence 

Mr. Kazubowski reminded the board that the annual health seminar sponsored by Mutual Medical would take place on June 22.  

Comments from Visitors 

There were no comments from Visitors.

Board Reports 

President Kenney asked Board Members to share any reports on matters related to various committees and organizations.  Dan Bryan reported that the PATT Goose Trot that took place the last part of May went very well.  Mark Fargher communicated that the Athletic Boosters would be purchasing a new Hot Chocolate/Coffee Machine and that the cost to sponsor a junior high pomp on squad was approved pending the Board of Education the go ahead.  Sue Brody reported that special education negotiations went very well and that a new 3 year contract was approved with the union representing the special education consortium.   

OLD BUSINESS

Approve FY 11 Amended Budget

A motion was made by Baker and seconded by Brody to approve the FY 11 Amended Budget as presented. On a roll call vote the following members voted “Yes:” Baker, Brody, Bryan, Fargher, Nelson, Reeves, and Kenney.  The motion carried 7-0.

Athletic Co-ops
Discussion ensued about the response letter received from the Kewanee School District in regards to the 3 questions the Wethersfield Board of Education inquired about in pursuing a possible wrestling co-op with Kewanee in the future.  The meeting that occurred on May 24 with Mr. Kazubowski, Mr. Kenney, Mr. Nelson, Mr. Hulick, Mr. Johnston and Kewanee’s athletic director, superintendent, high school principal and board president as well as the IHSA requirements that must be met when applying for a sports co-op were also discussed.  Mr. Kazubowski provided back ground knowledge for new board members, Baker and Reeves, about the annual co-op meeting that occurred with the Annawan Board back in March.  Mr. Kazubowski communicated that at the time of the meeting it was the intent of both Annawan and Wethersfield Boards to renew the co-op agreement for another two years, but with Kewanee expressing interest in pursuing a co-op in these sports the board needed to have a discussion about which direction is in the best interest of Wethersfield students.  Discussion occurred in regards to which co-op partner would best meet the co-op goals established by the Wethersfield Board of Education.

A motion was made by Fargher and seconded by Nelson to approve authoring President Kenney to send a response letter to the Kewanee Board of Education indicating that we are interested in working cooperatively with the Kewanee School District but we feel decisions about partnerships should be made on a case by case basis so that the goals of both district are met, and that Wethersfield is happy with the current co-ops we have with the Annawan School District in baseball, cross country, football, golf, softball and track because they allow Wethersfield to achieve our main goals of 1) making a decision that is in the best interest of Wethersfield students and being very conscience of not displacing Wethersfield students 2) establishing a long term relationship with our co-op partner 3) wanting to remain 1A borderline 2A in football 4) Wanting to remain 1A in all other co-op sports 5) remaining in our current conference 6) being the administrative agent for our co-op so that we oversee the hiring of personnel and host the majority of contests on our home field that were established when we were first looking for a co-op partner.  On a roll call vote the following members voted “Yes:” Baker, Brody, Bryan, Fargher, Nelson, Reeves, and Kenney.  The motion carried 7-0.

A motion was made by Reeves and seconded by Baker to approve a 2 year co-op renewal with the Annawan School District for the sports of baseball, cross country, football, golf, softball and track as presented.  On a roll call vote the following members voted “Yes:” Baker, Brody, Bryan, Fargher, Nelson, Reeves, and Kenney.  The motion carried 7-0.

Hospital EAV

Mr. Kazubowski communicated that he had nothing new to report on the Hospital EAV dilemma.  He also stated that a meet and greet luncheon occurred recently with Senator LaHood and both he and the Hospital’s CEO asked for assistance from Senator LaHood in resolving the tax exempt application of the Hospital.

Mr. Kazubowski also pointed out misinformation that is floating around the public about the loss Wethersfield and other taxing bodies would experience as a result of the Hospital EAV dilemma.  

Blish Parking Lot
Mr. Kazubowski reported that the State Board of Education approved our Life-Safety amendment to repave the Blish parking lot, which will allow QZAB Bond money to be used to pay for the project.  Mr. Kazubowski communicated that he and Dave Talbot have been working with Architect Phillips to finalize bid documents with the goal to still complete the project prior to the start of school.  A diagram of the proposed project was shared with the board.  Mr. Kazubowski communicate that the biggest issue architect Phillips was running into was the water drainage issue the parking lot currently has due to the lot being a relatively flat surface by drainage standards when starting from the south end of the lot and moving north.  The proposed plan to add additional man holes as well as a water retention area east of the basketball court was shared.  It was also communicated the project would be bid in phases as was recommended by Steve Biolabreski.  

Mr. Kazubowski communicated that if the board approves the tentative parking lot drainage design, the project would go out for bids on June 14 with a bid due date of June 28.  Discussion ensued.  

A motion was made by Fargher and seconded by Brody to approve the parking lot resurfacing project as presented.  On a roll call vote the following members voted “Yes:” Baker, Brody, Bryan, Fargher, Nelson, Reeves, and Kenney.  The motion carried 7-0.

Special Board Meeting
A motion was made by Bryan and seconded by Brody to set a special board meeting to accept parking lot resurfacing bids on Thursday, June 30, 2011 at 7:30 AM in the unit office.  On a roll call vote the following members voted “Yes:” Baker, Brody, Bryan, Fargher, Nelson, Reeves, and Kenney.  The motion carried 7-0.

Summer Work Update

Mr. Kazubowski provided an update on the status of the summer work projects consisting of: 1) asbestos tile removal and installation of new carpet and tile in the main high school hallway, high school restrooms, Mr. Epperly’s classroom, the high school office and the unit office 2) installation of new toilet partitions and toilets in the high school restrooms 3) ticket booth upgrade 4) new lockers to be installed in the main high school hallway 5) new concrete around the Blish Building and ticket booth 6) parking lot resurfacing 7) soffit and facial painting around the main building 8) finishing the landscaping at the front entrance of the high school 9) new trophy case in the high school hallway donated by the booster club in memory of Mr. Palanos.

Mr. Kazubowski reminded the board that the majority of the projects would be paid for with QZAB Bond money and that the ticket booth is being paid for with private donations. 

Support Staff Insurance Communication

Mr. Kazubowski shared a letter that went out to support staff communicating salary increases and employee insurance contribution rate for the 2011-2012 school year. 
School Board Convention

Superintendent Kazubowski reported that the annual school board convention would take place on November 17, 18, and 19 and he asked board members to let him know by Friday if they did not plan on attending so that the appropriate number of reservations could be secured.  Mr. Kazubowski communicated that we would once again not put the Sheraton Hotel down as a choice for possible hotels for this year’s convention due to the issues that took place a few years ago. 

Other Old Business
Mr. Kazubowski provided an update on the education committee as part of the Kewanee MAPPING process.  He reported that a college/career night was being planned and that plans are being made to begin the communication process of what students should expect when they enter college at the freshman level.  He also reported that Kewanee’s superintendent communicated that the cooperation of programs between the two schools such as allowing Wethersfield students to participate in such areas as Robotics Club, Yoga Club, and Video Club was part of the cooperative package letter that was sent on behalf of the Kewanee School Board.  Mr. Kazubowski communicated that since we approved renewing our co-op agreement with the Annawan School District, he was not sure where the sharing of programs on a case by case basis stood.

The booster club survey results of girls interested in participating in junior high pom pons was shared.  It was reported that the booster club has agreed to pay a sponsor stipend of $400 for the position.  Discussion ensued.  The board felt that as long as a quality sponsor could be secured, and the booster club assumes the cost of the entire program, it would be a good opportunity for our junior high girls.

NEW BUSINESS

Prevailing Wage: 

A motion was made by Nelson and seconded by Fargher to approve the Prevailing Wage Resolution as presented.  On a roll call vote the following members voted “Yes:” Baker, Brody, Bryan, Fargher, Nelson, Reeves, and Kenney.  The motion carried 7-0.

2011-2012 High School Graduation Date/Time 
A motion was made by Reeves and seconded by Baker to approve high school commencement for 2:00 PM on Sunday, May 20 and 8th grade promotion for 7:00 PM on Thursday, May 17.  On a roll call vote the following members voted “Yes:” Baker, Brody, Bryan, Fargher, Nelson, Reeves, and Kenney.  The motion carried 7-0.

Principal Reports

Mr. Johnston answered questions on his principal’s reports.

Other New Business

There was no other new business.

Comments from Visitors

Sue Brody congratulated the Titan softball and baseball teams for winning the IHSA regional championships this season.

CLOSED SESSION

A motion was made by Brody and seconded by Baker to enter into Executive Session at 7:50 PM for the purposes of Employment and Evaluation of Personnel, Student Discipline, Individual Student Matter, Contract Negotiations and Review of Executive Session Minutes. On a roll call vote the following members voted “Yes:” Baker, Brody, Bryan, Fargher, Nelson, Reeves, and Kenney.  The motion carried 7-0.
OPEN SESSION

A motion was made by Fargher and seconded by Brody to return to Open Session at 8:30 PM. On a roll call vote the following members voted “Yes:” Baker, Brody, Bryan, Fargher, Nelson, Reeves, and Kenney.  The motion carried 7-0.

Acceptance of Resignations 

A motion was made by Baker and seconded by Brody to accept the resignation of Kathy Johnson as class sponsor effectively immediately.  On a roll call vote the following members voted “Yes:” Baker, Brody, Bryan, Fargher, Nelson, Reeves, and Kenney.  The motion carried 7-0.

Employment of Personnel 
A motion was made by Bryan and seconded by Fargher to approve the employment of Nate Skelton as fr/soph girls’ basketball coach for the 2011-2012 school year.  On a roll call vote the following members voted “Yes:” Baker, Brody, Bryan, Fargher, Nelson, Reeves, and Kenney.  The motion carried 7-0.  

A motion was made by Brody and seconded by Baker to recall Courtney Jackson as elementary aide for the 2011-2012 school year.  On a roll call vote the following members voted “Yes:” Baker, Brody, Bryan, Fargher, Nelson, Reeves, and Kenney.  The motion carried 7-0.

Approval of Educational Support Staff and Salaries for 2011-2012 

A motion was made by Nelson and seconded by Bryan to approve the non-certified educational support staff personnel and salaries for the 2011-2012 school year as presented.  On a roll call vote the following members voted “Yes:” Baker, Brody, Bryan, Fargher, Nelson, Reeves, and Kenney.  The motion carried 7-0.  

Review of Executive Session Minutes 

A motion was made by Brody and seconded by Baker to not release Executive Session Minutes in accordance with the provisions prescribed by law.  On a roll call vote the following members voted “Yes:” Baker, Brody, Bryan, Fargher, Nelson, Reeves, and Kenney.  The motion carried 7-0.

Approve Memorandum of Understanding

A motion was made by Baker and seconded by Fargher to approve the memorandum of understanding with the WEA that sets the stipend for Speech Team sponsor as presented.  On a roll call vote the following members voted “Yes:” Baker, Brody, Bryan, Fargher, Nelson, Reeves, and Kenney.  The motion carried 7-0.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Next Board Meeting — Thursday, July 14, 2011 at 6:30 PM
ADJOURN

A motion was made by Brody and seconded by Baker to adjourn at 8:35 PM.  On a roll call vote the following members voted “Yes:” Baker, Brody, Bryan, Fargher, Nelson, Reeves, and Kenney.  The motion carried 7-0.




 ______________________________________

    Sue Brody, Secretary                    Date

Wethersfield Board of Education

439 Willard Street

Kewanee, IL 61443         

MINUTES OF THE JUNE 9, 2011 BUDGET HEARING

President Kenney called the June 9, 2011 Budget Hearing to order at 6:30 PM with the following members present:  Baker, Brody, Bryan, Fargher, Nelson, Reeves and Kenney.  Also in attendance were: Supt. Kazubowski, Principal Johnston, Star-Courier Correspondent Dave Clarke and Athletic Director Gene Hulick.

PRESENTATION OF THE AMENDED FY 11 BUDGET

President Kenney related that the purpose of the meeting was for the Board to accept testimony on the proposed FY 11 Amended Budget. He further related that the proposed FY 11 Amended Budget has been on public display in excess of 30 days in the superintendent's office of the Blish Building at 439 Willard Street, Kewanee, Illinois.  Supt. Kazubowski presented a copy of the FY 11 Amended Budget and a summary of the budget.

PUBLIC TESTIMONY

President Kenney called for Public testimony on the proposed FY 11 Amended Budget.  No testimony was offered.

BOARD COMMENTS

President Kenney asked board members if they had any comments to make on the proposed FY 11 Amended Budget.  No comments were offered.

ADJOURN

A motion was made by Bryan and seconded by Brody to adjourn the Budget Hearing at 6:37 PM.  On a roll call vote the following members voted “Yes:” Baker, Brody, Bryan, Fargher, Nelson, Reeves, and Kenney.  The motion carried 7-0.

______________________________________

Sue Brody, Secretary                   Date

Wethersfield Board of Education

439 Willard Street

Kewanee, IL 61443         

MINUTES OF THE JUNE 30, 2011 SPECIAL BOARD MEETING
Vice President Bryan called the June 30, 2011 Special Board Meeting to order at 7:31 AM with the following members present:  Baker, Brody, Fargher, Reeves and Bryan.  Also in attendance was Supt. Kazubowski.

COMMENTS FROM VISITORS

There were no comments from visitors.

.  

APPROVAL OF PAVING PROJECT BID

A motion was made by Fargher and seconded by Baker to approve the paving project Life-Safety Amendment that adjusts the total cost of the paving project as presented.  On a roll call vote the following members voted “Yes:” Baker, Brody, Fargher, Reeves, and Bryan.  The motion carried 5-0.

A motion was made by Brody and seconded by Fargher to approve a Life-Safety Amendment for concrete replacement as presented.  On a roll call vote the following members voted “Yes:” Baker, Brody, Fargher, Reeves, and Bryan.  The motion carried 5-0.

A motion was made by Fargher and seconded by Baker to approve the paving project base bid and two alternate bids of Advanced Asphalt out of Princeton, Illinois as presented.  On a roll call vote the following members voted “Yes:” Baker, Brody, Fargher, Reeves, and Bryan.  The motion carried 5-0.

EMPLOYMENT OF PERSONNEL

A motion was made by Baker and seconded by Brody to approve the employment of Ed Melendez as high school agriculture teacher and FFA advisor for the 2011-2012 school year as presented.  On a roll call vote the following members voted “Yes:” Baker, Brody, Fargher, Reeves, and Bryan.  The motion carried 5-0.

A motion was made by Bryan and seconded by Fargher to approve the employment of Heidi Merrick as special education teacher at BA+24 with 14 years experience for the 2011-2012 school year as presented.  On a roll call vote the following members voted “Yes:” Baker, Brody, Fargher, Reeves, and Bryan.  The motion carried 5-0.

A motion was made by Fargher and seconded by Baker to accept with regrets the resignation of Nadia Armsworth as teacher and choir director effective immediately.  On a roll call vote the following members voted “Yes:” Baker, Brody, Fargher, Reeves, and Bryan.  The motion carried 5-0.

OTHER OLD BUSINESS

Mr. Kazubowski communicated that in order to receive a discount on floor tile that was purchases for the main hallway, the tile materials bill of $14,000 had to be paid before the end of the fiscal year.  In paying the bill before the end of the fiscal year Mr. Kazubowski communicated that we would spend more in our Life Safety Fund than what was approved in the FY 11 amended budget and as a result we would receive an audit citation.  

ADJOURN

A motion was made by Brody and seconded by Bryan to adjourn the Special Board Meeting at 7:51 AM.  On a roll call vote the following members voted “Yes:” Baker, Brody, Fargher, Reeves, and Bryan.  The motion carried 5-0.

______________________________________

Sue Brody, Secretary                   Date

