Wethersfield Board of Education

439 Willard Street

Kewanee, IL 61443

MINUTES OF THE MARCH 8, 2012 REGULAR MEETING
Secretary Brody called the March 8, 2012 Regular Meeting to order at 6:30 PM with the following members present: Baker, Fargher, Nelson, Reeves, and Brody.  Also in attendance were: Principal Friedman, Principal Johnston, Supt. Kazubowski, Star-Courier Correspondent Dave Clarke, and Julie O’Riley.

REGULAR BUSINESS

Consent Agenda
A motion was made by Fargher and seconded by Baker to approve: Minutes of the February 9, 2012 Regular Meeting and Executive Session; financial reports, investment report, activity fund report, and bills; and student suspensions.  On a roll call vote the following members voted “Yes:” Baker, Fargher, Nelson, Reeves, and Brody.  The motion carried 5-0.
Correspondence 

There was no correspondence.

Comments from Visitors 

There were no comments from visitors.

Board Reports 

Secretary Brody asked Board Members to share any reports on matters related to various committees and organizations.  Mark Fargher reported that the Athletic Booster Club approve spending up to $20,000 on weight room upgrades to include new equipment, new floor, new paint and new decals on the walls.  It was reported that the PATT family book club is going well with good participation, Spring Fling pictures would be taking place next week, and field trips were approved for Mrs. Hendrix and Mrs. Shaver’s classes.

OLD BUSINESS

Annual Library Report

District librarian Julie O’Riley provided the board with her annual library report that included the new e-book checkout system, the digital literacy classes that are being taught to grades K-8 students, the library network we belong to, as well as the many other happenings and projects that are occurring in our library program.  Mrs. O’Riley also thanked Library Assistant Becca Herridge for the tremendous job she does for our library system and our students. 

Approve District Bullying Policy Update

A motion was made by Baker and seconded by Fargher to approve the updated District Bullying Policy as presented.  On a roll call vote the following members voted “Yes:” Baker, Fargher, Nelson, Reeves, and Brody.  The motion carried 5-0.
Approve District Property, Causality, Liability, and Student Accident Insurance Bid Documents
A motion was made by Nelson and seconded by Baker to approve the District Property, Causality, Liability, and Student Accident Insurance bid documents as presented, approve having  a bid due date of 10:00am on May 1, 2012, and to authorize Mr. Kazubowski to place our required bid legal notice in the Star Courier on March 14.  On a roll call vote the following members voted “Yes:” Baker, Fargher, Nelson, Reeves, and Brody.  The motion carried 5-0.
Floor Tile Update

An update on the buckling floor tile in the main high school hallway was provided.  It was reported that we are still waiting on results from Armstrong’s tile and adhesive testing as well as the testing being conducted by an independent lab recommended by Bill Phillips.  Mr. Kazubowski reported that the way the tile is buckling up and getting worse, he is 99% positive we will be taking the entire hallway up and redoing the entire hallway this summer.  It was communicated that worst case scenario if it is determined that for some unknown reason the buckling tile is the district’s fault, it would cost the district between $7,000 and $8,000 to redo the hallway.  It was the consensus of the board that if the blame is pushed toward the district without proper justification, we need to get our attorney involved.

Approve 2012-2013 School Calendar
A motion was made by Baker  and seconded by Fargher to approve the 2012-2013 school calendar as presented. On a roll call vote the following members voted “Yes:” Baker, Fargher, Nelson, Reeves, and Brody.  The motion carried 5-0.
Approve Traditional 8 Period Day Junior/Senior High Schedule for 2012-2013 School Year
A motion was made by Baker and seconded by Reeves to approve the traditional 8 period day junior/senior high schedule that has 46 minute class period and 3 minute passing periods as presented. On a roll call vote the following members voted “Yes:” Baker, Fargher, Nelson, Reeves, and Brody.  The motion carried 5-0.
Joint Board Training

Mr. Kazubowski reminded the board that our annual joint board training would take place on Monday, March 12 beginning at 6:00 PM at P.L. Damrons in Kewanee.  Mr. Kazubowski reported that so far he has RSVPs from Tyrone Baker, Sue Brody, Dan Bryan and Dave Reeves, and if other board members were interested in attending to let him know right away.

Co-op Joint Board Training

Mr. Kazubowski reminded the board that our annual co-op joint board meeting with the Annawan School District would be taking place March 22 at 6:00pm at The Dunes in Kewanee.  He asked board members to let him know if they had any specific agenda items they would like to see included for the meeting.

Other Old Business  
The results of a distance learning survey that was conducted by grade 8-11 students from the Annawan, Cambridge, Galva Stark County, and Wethersfield School Districts was shared.  It was reported that a follow up meeting to discuss the survey and possible next steps would be taking place on March 13.

Mr. Kazubowski reported that the Vocational Consortium informational meeting, which was discussed at our last board meeting, took place on February 27 at the Black Hawk College Education Center and was well attending by local bankers, government officials and realtors.  Mr. Kazubowski stated that the Vocational Consortium received a very favorable response from those in attendance and that the goal for the consortium was to have the inaugural class in place for the start of the 2012-2013 school year.  Mr. Kazubowski communicated that a follow up planning meeting was scheduled for March 13.

Congratulations was extended to the varsity girls’ basketball team for winning their IHSA regionals, to Carter Pillen for being the first Wethersfield wrestler ever to advance to the IHSA sectional meet, girls basketball team members Kayla Bennett and Sarah Hansen for reaching 1,000 points in their career, and Jay Hagaman and the Geese Scholastic Bowl Team for winning the LTC conference meet.

Mr. Kazubowski provided a brief update on Senate Bill 7 training requirements administrators from around the State would be completing this summer in order to become certified evaluators for the new staff evaluation system that is part of Senate Bill 7.

It was reported that the latest talk coming out of Springfield in regards to pension reform.  It was communicated that the State is reporting that it cost approximately 17.4% to fully fund TRS payments into the pension system, of which the employee pays 9.4%.  As part of the WEA contract the district pays for 9% of this cost and the staff member pays for .4%.  With the latest talks in Springfield, it appears there might be legislation to push the roughly 8% of the State costs onto the employee making the employee contribution rate approximately 17.4%.  He asked board members to be vigilant as legislative bills become posted in committees this spring.

The District Technology Committee’ recommended technology purchases for this summer’s 4-5 year technology lease was provided.  It was reported that final lease arrangements and financial obligations for the new lease would be brought to the board for consideration at the May board meeting.    

NEW BUSINESS
State Maintenance Grant

Mr. Kazubowski provided details on the State’s $50,000 matching maintenance grant program that recently became available.
A motion was made by Nelson and seconded by Baker to authorize Mr. Kazubowski to apply for a $50,000 Matching State Maintenance Grant to help offset the cost of the Life-Safety work that is planned for this summer. On a roll call vote the following members voted “Yes:” Baker, Fargher, Nelson, Reeves, and Brody.  The motion carried 5-0.
Information on New Food Service Regulations
Mr. Kazubowski provided a summary of the new Federal Food Service Regulations that will go into effect next school year.  It was reported that as a result of the new regulations our cafeteria staff would be serving more servings per week of green, red and orange vegetables that will more than likely consist of spinach, broccoli, sweet potatoes, and beets.  Mr. Kazubowski also reported on the increase in the minimum serving size for fruits, phase in of having all of our bread items be whole grain, and the low fat/fat free milk serving requirement that our district already meets.  The board was also reminded that the new federal regulations require our district to continue raising the price of our school lunch by a minimum of 10 cents each year until the price of our hot lunch reaches the difference between the amount we are reimbursed for a free lunch and the amount we are reimbursed for a full paid lunch.  It was reported that this will cause our hot lunch price to eventually reach $2.40.

Principal Reports

Mr. Johnston and Mrs. Friedman answered questions on their principal reports.  

Comments from Visitors
Dave Clarke complimented our music department for our 2 choir students who were selected to the Bradley Honors Choir as well as how well our music students performed in the IHSA Solo and Ensemble Contest.

Other New Business

There was no other new business.

CLOSED SESSION

A motion was made by Fargher and seconded by Baker to enter into Executive Session at 7:30 PM for the purpose of Employment and Evaluation of Personnel, Student Discipline, and Individual Student Matters.  On a roll call vote the following members voted “Yes:” Baker, Fargher, Nelson, Reeves, and Brody.  The motion carried 5-0.
OPEN SESSION

A motion was made by Baker and seconded by Reeves to return to Open Session at 8:40 PM.  On a roll call vote the following members voted “Yes:” Baker, Fargher, Nelson, Reeves, and Brody.  The motion carried 5-0.
Employment of Personnel

A motion was made by Baker and seconded by Fargher to approve volunteer assistant baseball coaches Logan Willits and Gary Moore for the 2012 baseball season.  On a roll call vote the following members voted “Yes:” Baker, Fargher, Nelson, Reeves, and Brody.  The motion carried 5-0.
A motion was made by Fargher and seconded by Baker to approve Kathryn Petravick as high school Spanish teacher at BA+0 for the 2012-2013 school year pending the completion of her certification.  On a roll call vote the following members voted “Yes:” Baker, Fargher, Nelson, Reeves, and Brody.  The motion carried 5-0.
A motion was made by Baker and seconded by Reeves to re-employ Jennifer Gault, Joanne Imsland, Julie O’Riley, and Laurie Steger for the 2012-2013 school year and place each on tenure.  On a roll call vote the following members voted “Yes:” Baker, Fargher, Nelson, Reeves, and Brody.  The motion carried 5-0.
A motion was made by Baker and seconded by Nelson to re-employ Brandon Johnston, Shelley Gomez, and Mike Epperly as a fourth year, non-tenured teachers for the 2012-2013 school year.  On a roll call vote the following members voted “Yes:” Baker, Fargher, Nelson, Reeves, and Brody.  The motion carried 5-0.
A motion was made by Fargher and seconded by Baker to re-employ Logan Willits, Heidi Merrick, Jamie Stalf, Camilla Russell, Cindy Addis, and Ed Melendez as second year, non-tenured teacher for the 2012-2013 school year.  On a roll call vote the following members voted “Yes:” Baker, Fargher, Nelson, Reeves, and Brody.  The motion carried 5-0.
A motion was made by Nelson and seconded by Baker to re-employ Kathy Johnson and Roger Mann on a part-time basis for the 2012-2013 school year.  On a roll call vote the following members voted “Yes:” Baker, Fargher, Nelson, Reeves, and Brody.  The motion carried 5-0.
A motion was made by Baker and seconded by Fargher to approve Eli Eastman and Erin Draminski as summer maintenance helpers and Tammy Jackson as summer maintenance supervisor.  On a roll call vote the following members voted “Yes:” Baker, Fargher, Nelson, Reeves, and Brody.  The motion carried 5-0.
ANNOUNCEMENTS

a. Friday, March 9- 3rd nine weeks ends

b. IHSA Scholastic Bowl Sectional at Wethersfield: Saturday, March 10

c. Monday, March 12- Joint Board Training: 6:00 PM at P.L. Damrons

d. Wednesday, March 21- 1:45 Dismissal for Staff Development

e. Co-op Board Meeting with Annawan: Thursday, March 22: 6:00 PM at The Dunes

f. Music Solo and Ensemble Contest for grades 5-8@ Wethersfield: Saturday, March 24

g. Spring Break – March 31 – April 9, 2012 (School Resumes Tuesday, April 10, 2012)

h. Next Board Meeting – Thursday, April 12, 2012

ADJOURN
A motion was made by Baker and seconded by Fargher to adjourn at 8:43PM.  On a roll call vote the following members voted “Yes:” Baker, Fargher, Nelson, Reeves, and Brody.  The motion carried 5-0.




 ______________________________________

    Sue Brody, Secretary                    Date

Wethersfield Board of Education

439 Willard Street

Kewanee, IL 61443

MINUTES OF THE MARCH 22, 2012 SPECIAL BOARD MEETING ON CO-OP SPORTS

The Special Combined Board Meeting of the Annawan and Wethersfield Boards of Education held at The Dunes in Kewanee, Illinois was called to order at 6:30 PM with the following members present:  Sue Brody, Dan Bryan, Dave Reeves, Tyrone Baker, Dennis Kenney, Mark Fargher, Mark Vandersnick, Dwaine Shaw, Jerad Heitzler, Courtney Rico and Nancy Goodman.  Also in attendance were Principal Johnston, Athletic Director Gene Hulick, Supt. Kazubowski, Supt. Buresh, Carrie Winter, Tricia Lay, Dave Draminski and Mike Pillen.

COMMENTS FROM VISITORS
Mike Pillen and Dave Draminski expressed interest in Annawan and Wethersfield pursuing a co-op in wrestling.  It was communicated that if such a co-op was formed, 100% of the cost would need to come from a wrestling booster club as neither district is in a position to add budgetary costs as this point in time.

CO-OP DISCUSSION

A PowerPoint presentation that identified current personnel for the co-op programs as well as the state of each program was viewed.

Input and questions were solicited and answered from board members, administrators and visitors throughout the presentation. 

Board members and administrators shared strengths and areas of focus for the co-op sports.

It was the consensus of both boards to communicate to Mike Pillen and Dave Draminski to gather additional information in terms of forming a wrestling booster club, exact costs for such things as equipment, coaching salaries, uniforms, entry fees, and transportation, costs for a workout facility, student interests from both district, and program sustainability once their children graduated from high school.  Once the information was obtained, and they felt the interest was still warranted moving forward, a formal presentation would then be made to both boards.

ADJOURN
The meeting was adjourned at 8:15pm.

______________________________________

    Sue Brody, Secretary                    Date

