Wethersfield Board of Education

439 Willard Street

Kewanee, IL 61443

MINUTES OF THE MAY 12, 2011 REGULAR MEETING
President Kenney called the May 12, 2011 Regular Meeting to order at 6:32 PM with the following members present: Brody, Bryan, Reeves, and Kenney. Also in attendance were: Principal Johnston, Principal Friedman, Supt. Kazubowski, Star-Courier Correspondent Dave Clarke, Sherri Matuszyk and Chris Kendall.

REGULAR BUSINESS

Consent Agenda

A motion was made by Brody and seconded by Bryan to approve Consent Agenda items:  Minutes of the April 21, 2011 Public Hearing on the Paving Life-Safety Amendment, Minutes of the April 21, 2011 Old Board’s Regular Meeting, and Minutes of the April 21, 2011 New Board’s Regular Meeting and Executive Session; Financial Reports, Investment Reports, Activity Fund Report, and Bills; and Student Suspensions.  On a roll call vote the following members voted “Yes: Brody, Bryan, Reeves, and Kenney.  The motion carried 4-0.

Mr. Kazubowski communicated that the goal in Springfield is to adjourn by the end of May with the budget for next year in place.  He also reported that initial budget talks coming out of both the House and the Senate show a reduction in education funding of about 4% on the general state aid foundation level and across the board.
Baker arrived at 6:36 PM.

Correspondence 

Mr. Kazubowski shared the five goals that were created for the City of Kewanee during the recent MAPPING meetings that have been occurring over the past month.  Mr. Kazubowski communicated that one of the goals that was established was: “Kewanee has cutting edge schools where students are challenged with an advanced curriculum and access to technology rivaling that of suburban schools.  Kewanee has a high resiliency rate and a very low drop-out rate while test scores and the educational attainment level of the community continue to rise”.  Mr. Kazubowski also reported that 5 sub-goals were created where one of the goals talked about exploring the sharing of programs between the two districts.  Mr. Kazubowski reported that he attended a planning meeting with that particular committee on Tuesday, and talks revolved around looking at ways to share programs between the two districts, Black Hawk College and other districts in the area to expand on vocational offerings, dual credit offerings and possible form a distance learning consortium.  He also communicated that the final MAPPING session was taking place this evening and that if the focus of the committee changes he would let board members know.  

Comments from Visitors 

Chris Kendall thanked the board members, administrators and fellow staff members for all the support he has received over the past 16 years he has served as Agriculture teacher and FFA advisor at Wethersfield.

Board Reports 

President Kenney asked Board Members to share any reports on matters related to various committees and organizations.  Dan Bryan reported that PATT elected officers for next school year, the Goose Trot will take place on May 21, approved several enrichments for class field trips and that elementary yearbooks will be passed on next school year.  Sue Brody reported that the Athletic Boosters new permanent grill is about half way completed and that a tentative 3 year contract agreement was reached with the special education consortium teacher’s union.  Mr. Kazubowski reported that the Goose That Laid the Golden Egg raffle would take place on May 21 in conjunction with PATT’s Goose Trot and that Mr. Johnston would be dressing up as Victor E Goose to draw the winning Golden Eggs.  It was reported that over 400 eggs have been sold and that there are a limited number left to purchase.  
OLD BUSINESS
Food Service Update

Cafeteria Supervisor Sherri Matuszyk was in attendance to provide her annual State of the Food Service Program.  She communicated on the changes that will be handed down by the federal government, the most popular food items in the cafeteria and the number of meals that have been served so far this school year.  Board members thanked Mrs. Matuszyk and the entire cafeteria staff for the outstanding job they do on a daily basis.
FY 11 Budget Amendment
Supt. Kazubowski reviewed the Amended FY 11 Budget and communicated the reasons behind the changes when comparing the original budget’s revenue and expenses to the amended budget.  He stated that unless some unusual situation occurs, the budget numbers presented are worst case scenario numbers.  Mr. Kazubowski reminded the board that the amended budget was placed on public display beginning May 6 and that the budget hearing for the amended budget would be held on June 9, 2011 at 6:30 PM.     
Hospital EAV

Mr. Kazubowski communicated there was nothing new to report on the Hospital EAV dilemma.  He reminded board members that the date the State Board of Education will set general state aid calculations for next year is nearing, and if the Hospital is ruled to be tax exempt after this date we stand to lose approximately $200,000 because the Hospital’s inflated EAV will be part of the local wealth calculation of our district.  

Paving Project
Mr. Kazubowski provided an update on the Life-Safety Amendment for repaving the Blish Parking Lot.   He communicated that all paperwork has been submitted to the State, and the State did respond back to Architect Phillips requesting information on the status of our current Life-Safety Amendment projects.  It was reported that Architect Phillips did respond back to the State’s request, and as a result the architect at the State did approve the amendment and submitted the amendment to the next level.  Mr. Kazubowski reported that as a result of the State’s inquiry and the State’s rules related to Life-Safety Amendments dealing with parking lots and playgrounds, it appears we will need to move forward with bleacher work this summer in order to satisfy the State’s requirements that will allow us to proceed with the paving project.  

Handicapped Bleachers

Mr. Kazubowski reported that the original wording on the Life-Safety Amendment that was approved for our bleacher work was very limited, so in order to meet the State’s requirements to move forward with the paving project, we will only complete what is written on the Amendment this summer and then complete the remainder of handicapped access ramp the work with our 10 year Life-Safety Audit that will start taking place next summer. 

Approve Discipline, Co-Curricular and Athletic Codes for 2011-2012
A motion was made by Reeves and seconded by Baker to approve discipline, co-curricular and athletic codes for 2011-2012 as presented.  On a roll call vote the following members voted “Yes:” Baker, Brody, Bryan, Reeves, and Kenney.  The motion carried 5-0.

Approve Bus Sale Bid

A motion was made by Brody and seconded by Baker to accept the bid of Cernovich’s as presented to purchase our two(2) 1997 buses without tires and rims.  On a roll call vote the following members voted “Yes:” Baker, Brody, Bryan, Reeves, and Kenney.  The motion carried 5-0.
Athletics
Mr. Johnston and Mr. Kazubowski provided an update on the correspondence that has taken place with the Kewanee School District since our last board meeting in regards to receiving information about: 1) Would Kewanee’s athletic conference allow Kewanee to enter into a wrestling co-op 2) Would the Kewanee School District be interested in pursuing the establishment of a wrestling co-op with our school district 3) If the Kewanee School District is interested in pursuing such a co-op, what would be the financial expectations for our school district.  

Mr. Kazubowski reported that Chris Sullens from Kewanee contacted him on May 9 and asked him to put the request in writing so he could present the requested information to his board and that Kewanee would provide a response after their Monday board meeting.

Mr. Kazubowski also reminded the board of the petition that was received from students to start a tennis program.  Mr. Johnston reported that it was his intention to let the students that are interested in tennis know that we would support those entering IHSA contests as individuals as long as all fees associated with doing so are paid for by the students.  It was suggested that after we receive information from Kewanee on a possible wrestling co-op, if the response is favorable, we might want to seek their interest in a tennis partnership as well.
Bus Purchase Resolution

A motion was made by Brody and seconded by Bryan to approve the resolution authorizing Mr. Kazubowski to sign all paperwork associated with finalizing the 5 year bus purchase loan with State Bank of Toulon at an interest rate of 3.25%.  On a roll call vote the following members voted “Yes:” Baker, Brody, Bryan, Reeves, and Kenney.  The motion carried 5-0.

High School Course Additions/Schedule for 2011-2012

Mr. Johnston provided the board with an update on the new introductory and advanced woodworking course we would be offering next year.  It was reported that we would be working with the ROE and the State Board of Education to help Mr. Trill obtain a provisional certificate based on his work experience outside of school so he can teach the new courses.  Mr. Johnston also communicated that we would be adding a dual credit college course in mathematics, 3 dual credit college courses in social studies and a dual credit college course in physics for next school year.  It was reported that students will now be able to earn dual college credit or advanced credit courses in English 101, Spanish 110, Speech 101, College Algebra 112, Pre-Calculus 118, 5 credit hours in Calculus through the University of Illinois, Government 122, Western Civilization 125, Western Civilization 127, Physics 110 and Advanced Placement (AP) Comparative Politics.

Mr. Johnston also communicated that 7th grade and 9th grade orientation would take place on May 17.  Special thanks went out to Jessie Seiden, Roger Mann, John Montgomery and Julie O’Riley for their assistance with computerized scheduling that took place the first week of May.

Mr. Johnston provided the board with a summary of a visit he recently took to a neighboring school that offers distance learning courses via the video camera system.

A motion was made by Brody and seconded by Baker to approve the 2011-2012 junior high and high school schedules as presented.  On a roll call vote the following members voted “Yes:” Baker, Brody, Bryan, Reeves, and Kenney.  The motion carried 5-0.

High School Graduation/8th Grade Promotion

Mr. Johnston communicated that 8th grade promotion would take place at 7:00 PM on Thursday, May 19 and high school graduation would take place at 2:00 PM on Sunday, May 22.  Mr. Johnston asked board members that would like reserved seating to let him know how many seats are needed.  He also asked for board volunteers to hand out promotion certificates, diplomas and awards as well as a board representative to say a few words at high school graduation.

Sue Brody volunteered to pass out 8th grade promotion certificates and awards.

Dave Reeves volunteered to hand out high school diplomas and awards and President Kenney communicated that he would represent the board with a few comments at high school graduation.

Other Old Business
Mr. Kazubowski provided a brief reminder of the new Common Core Learning Standards that the State of Illinois adopted.  He reported that most of our K-6 staff members and all of our math and English teachers in grades 7-12 would be participating in a Common Core Standards adoption and local assessment development project for 3 days over the summer along with staff members from Bradford and Geneseo.  

Mr. Kazubowski reported that the legal notice to bid our employee life insurance has already appeared in the Star Courier and that bids are due on July 1, 2011 for a renewal date of October 1, 2011.

Mr. Johnston presented a request from our junior high PE teachers on requiring junior high students to wear PE uniforms.  He also asked for board feedback.  It was the consensus of the board not to move forward with this proposal. 

Mr. Kazubowski reminded the board that the annual Mutual Medical Health Seminar and outing would take place on Wednesday, June 22 beginning at 9:00 AM.  He asked board members to let him know by next Friday if they were interested in participating. 

NEW BUSINESS

2011-2012 School Fees
A motion was made by Bryan and seconded by Baker to approve the 2011-2012 school fees as presented.  On a roll call vote the following members voted “Yes:” Baker, Brody, Bryan, Reeves, and Kenney.  The motion carried 5-0.

Approve Board Guidance Counselor Internship
A motion was made by Brody and seconded by Baker to approve Western Illinois University student Ashley McKenas for a guidance counselor internship for the 2011-2012 school year.  On a roll call vote the following members voted “Yes:” Baker, Brody, Bryan, Reeves, and Kenney.  The motion carried 5-0.

Principals Reports   
Mrs. Friedman and Mr. Johnston answered questions on their board reports.

Acceptance of Resignations

A motion was made by Baker and seconded by Bryan to accept with regrets, and thank him for his 16 years of service to the district, the resignation of Chris Kendall as agriculture teacher and FFA advisor effective July 1, 2011.  On a roll call vote the following members voted “Yes:” Baker, Brody, Bryan, Reeves, and Kenney.  The motion carried 5-0.

A motion was made by Brody and seconded by Bryan to accept the resignation of Caitlyn Corwin as fresh/soph softball coach effective at the end of the 2010-2011 softball season.  On a roll call vote the following members voted “Yes:” Baker, Brody, Bryan, Reeves, and Kenney.  The motion carried 5-0.

Other New Business
Mr. Kazubowski thanked junior high girls’ basketball coach Todd Hanson for all his time and efforts working the concession stand at track meets to help raise funds for the new junior high girls’ basketball uniforms. 

Mr. Johnston reported on a possible “Blackout” fundraiser for Easter Seals the high school football team would conduct during our first home football game of 2011 versus Mercer County.

Mr. Johnston provided information on the September 10, 2011 football game versus Ridgewood now being played at 7:00 PM at the Augustana Football Stadium.  It was reported that the football game was originally scheduled to be played in Cambridge, but that all schools involved agreed to play the game on the turf field at Augustana College.

Mr. Kazubowski reported that the 10 year anniversary of Wethersfield’s State Football Championship team will occur during next football season and that plans are being made to honor members of the team.  Mr Kazubowski requested that anyone that might be interested in assisting with the planning of the recognition ceremony to contact the unit office.
Comments From Visitors
There were no comments from visitors.

CLOSED SESSION

A motion was made by Bryan and seconded by Brody to enter into Executive Session at 8:20 PM for the employment of personnel, student discipline, and individual student matter. On a roll call vote the following members voted “Yes:” Baker, Brody, Bryan, Reeves, and Kenney.  The motion carried 5-0.
OPEN SESSION

A motion was made by Brody and seconded by Baker to return to Open Session at 9:16 PM.  On a roll call vote the following members voted “Yes:” Baker, Brody, Bryan, Reeves, and Kenney.  The motion carried 5-0.
Employment of Personnel
A motion was made by Bryan and seconded by Brody to accept the retirement letter, and thank her for her service to Wethersfield, of junior/senior high school teacher Jane Hood effective at the end of the 2014-2015 school year.  On a roll call vote the following members voted “Yes:” Baker, Brody, Bryan, Reeves, and Kenney.  The motion carried 5-0.
A motion was made by Brody and seconded by Bryan to approve with regrets a resolution authorizing the honorable dismissal of Courtney Jackson as full-time educational support personnel for the 2011-2012 school term as the result of a decision by the Board of Education to reduce the total number of educational support personnel employed by the District and discontinue some particular type of educational support service in the District pursuant to Section 5/10-23.5 of the Illinois School Code. On a roll call vote the following members voted “Yes:” Baker, Brody, Bryan, Reeves, and Kenney.  The motion carried 5-0.

A motion was made by Baker and seconded by Bryan to approve the employment of Sarah Young as junior high cheerleading sponsor for the 2011-2012 school year.  On a roll call vote the following members voted “Yes:” Baker, Brody, Bryan, Reeves, and Kenney.  The motion carried 5-0.

A motion was made by Brody and seconded by Baker to approve the employment of Justin Landweihr as head girls’ track coach for the 2011-2012 school year.  On a roll call vote the following members voted “Yes:” Baker, Brody, Bryan, Reeves, and Kenney.  The motion carried 5-0.

A motion was made by Baker and seconded by Reeves to approve the employment of Cindy Addis as 6th grade elementary teacher and junior high scholastic bowl coach for the 2011-2012 school year.  On a roll call vote the following members voted “Yes:” Baker, Brody, Bryan, Reeves, and Kenney.  The motion carried 5-0.

ADJOURN

A motion was made by Brody and seconded by Bryan to adjourn at 9:20 PM. On a roll call vote the following members voted “Yes:” Baker, Brody, Bryan, Reeves, and Kenney.  The motion carried 5-0.




 ______________________________________

           Sue Brody, Secretary                    Date
