Wethersfield Board of Education

439 Willard Street

Kewanee, IL 61443

MINUTES OF THE NOVEMBER 10, 2011 PUBLIC HEARING CONCERNING THE INTENT OF THE SCHOOL DISTRICT TO SELL SCHOOL FIRE PREVENTION AND SAFETY BONDS

President Kenney called the November 10, 2011 Public Hearing Concerning The Intent of the School District To Sell School Fire Prevention and Safety Bonds to order at 6:31PM with the following members present: Brody, Bryan, Fargher, Nelson, Reeves, and Kenney.  Also in attendance were Principal Johnston, Principal Friedman, Supt. Kazubowski, Star Courier Correspondent Dave Clarke, Auditor Tim Custis, First Midstate Representative Kevin Heid and staff members Shelley Gomez and Amy Bryan.

President Kenney directed Supt. Kazubowski to review the items identified by district architect, Bill Phillips, as needed corrected as well as the tentative tax levy for the issuance of the $620,000 School Fire Prevention and Safety Bonds.  Supt. Kazubowski reviewed the identified items that were communicated at the October Board Meeting as well as the tentative tax levy for the issuance of the bonds. 
Public Comments
At the conclusion of Mr. Kazubowski’s review, President Kenney asked if there were any oral or written comments from the public.  

There were no oral or written comments from the public.
Comments From Board Members  
President Kenney asked if there were any comments from board members. 
 There were no comments from the board.

President Kenney announced that all persons desiring to be heard had been provided an opportunity, and hearing no further questions or comments he announced the public hearing is hereby closed.

ADJOURN 

At 6:39 PM a motion was made by Fargher and seconded by Bryan to adjourn the Public Hearing Concerning the Intent of the School District to Sell School Fire Prevention and Safety Bonds.  On a roll call vote the following members voted “Yes:” Brody, Bryan, Fargher, Nelson, Reeves, and Kenney.  The motion carried 6-0.

_________________________________________





Sue Brody, Secretary


Date

Wethersfield Board of Education

439 Willard Street

Kewanee, IL 61443

MINUTES OF THE NOVEMBER 10, 2011 REGULAR MEETING
President Kenney called the November 10, 2011 Regular Meeting to order at 6:40 PM with the following members present: Brody, Bryan, Fargher, Nelson, Reeves, and Kenney.  Also in attendance were: Principal Friedman, Principal Johnston, Supt. Kazubowski, Star-Courier Correspondent Dave Clarke, district auditor Tim Custis, First Midstate representative Kevin Heid, and staff members Shelley Gomez and Amy Bryan.

REGULAR BUSINESS

Consent Agenda
A motion was made by Nelson and seconded by Fargher to approve Minutes of the October 13, 2011 Regular Meeting and Executive Session; Bills, Financial Reports, Investment Reports, and Activity Fund Report; and Student Suspensions.  On a roll call vote the following members voted “Yes:” Brody, Bryan, Fargher, Nelson, Reeves, and Kenney.  The motion carried 6-0.

Correspondence 

There was no correspondence that required board consideration.

Comments from Visitors 

There were no comments from visitors.

Board Reports 

President Kenney asked Board Members to share any reports on matters related to various committees and organizations.  Dan Bryan reported that PATT hosted very successful Halloween Parties throughout the elementary, that the annual Clubs Choice Fundraiser had a slight increase in income from last year, and that spirit week to encourage elementary staff and students to wear green on Fridays is going very well.  Mr. Bryan reported that Mrs. Horack’s class has won spirit week for 2 weeks in a row.  Mark Fargher communicated that the Athletic Boosters are sponsoring a junior high pom pon squad.  Sue Brody stated that Special Education received good news during their recent financial audit.  

OLD BUSINESS
FY 11 Audit Report

District Auditor, Tim Custis, reviewed the FY 11 Audit Report and shared a comprehensive written report summarizing the audit and showing financial and enrollment trend data.  Mr. Custis reported that Wethersfield received a perfect 4.0 financial rating from the State and that due to belt tightening expenses were down this fiscal year as compared to the previous fiscal year.  

Proposed December 2011 Levy for FY 13
Supt. Kazubowski reviewed the tentative 2011 Levy and reminded the board of the fact the Hospital EAV dilemma is still not resolved.  Mr. Kazubowski shared past year’s tax rates for the district as well as how Wethersfield’s tax rate compares to the tax rates of other unit districts in the bi-county area.  Mr. Kazubowski reminded the board that the tax levy information being shared is only as accurate as what we know at this current time, and that adjustments would be made by the County Assessor before our final EAV is known.

A motion was made by Bryan and seconded by Reeves to approve the tentative December 2011 tax levy as presented. On a roll call vote the following members voted “Yes:” Brody, Bryan, Fargher, Nelson, Reeves, and Kenney.  The motion carried 6-0.

School Board Convention Update

Supt. Kazubowski provided board members with a cheat sheet on how to document expenses at the upcoming school board convention as well as confirmation numbers for rooms, check-in dates, and an itinerary for the convention.  He asked board members to let him know as soon as possible if their check-in date changes so that he can make the necessary adjustments.  

10-year Health-Life-Safety Update

Mr. Kazubowski reported that based on the board’s action at last month’s board meeting, the 10-year audit report and work items have been submitted by architect Bill Phillips and the school district to the Illinois State Board of Education for the State’s review and approval.  It was reported that the audit passed the first level of approval at the State and has been forwarded to the second level. It was stated that once approval is granted by the State, we would be working with Bill Phillips to establish time lines and a priority list to begin the process of bidding the required work.

Consideration and Action on a resolution retaining First Midstate Inc. as underwriter and Cutler LLP as bond counsel for a potential project
First Midstate Representative Kevin Heid provided a brief overview on his company, the reasons school districts issue Life-Safety Bonds, and the potential Life-Safety Bond issue and payback schedule for the potential issue Wethersfield is looking at.  

A motion was made by Nelson and seconded by Fargher to approve a resolution retaining First Midstate Inc. as underwriter and Cutler LLP as bond counsel for a potential project as presented. On a roll call vote the following members voted “Yes:” Brody, Bryan, Fargher, Nelson, Reeves, and Kenney.  The motion carried 6-0.

Hospital EAV Update

Mr. Kazubowski shared a letter that was sent to Governor Quinn, Deputy Secretary of Education Julie Smith and the State legislatures representing our district as well as the legislatures representing the other school districts that signed off on the letter.  Mr. Kazubowski explained that the letter communicates the difficulty various school districts around the State are having in setting their tax levy due to the uncertainty of the tax exempt rulings, as well as the fact that school districts are experiencing a double whammy in revenue loss because not only will the districts be paying back local property taxes if the hospitals in their communities are ruled to be tax exempt, the local districts also lost general state aid due to the largely inflated EAV on the district’s local wealth calculation.  

Mr. Kazubowski reported that the letter asked Governor Quinn to include language, in the legislative compromise that is to be worked, that states “School districts that are already receiving local tax dollars from their local hospital while the Department of Revenue is reviewing the hospital’s tax exempt application will not be required to pay back any local property taxes that are collected from the hospital. Once the hospitals gain tax exempt status they will no longer pay taxes to the local taxing bodies.” 

Public Hearing on Elementary PE Waiver 
Mr. Kazubowski reminded the board that our required public hearing in order to extend our current Elementary PE Waiver for another two years would be taking place on Tuesday, November 15 beginning at 6:00pm.  He asked board members to let him know if they were unable to attend the public hearing.  It was reported that the public hearing is the final step in the requirements for our application to extend our Elementary PE Waiver.
Other Old Business
Mr. Kazubowski congratulated our girls’ volleyball team for advancing to the championship of the IHSA regionals, Ethan Moon and Katlyn Roman for advancing to the IHSA golf sectional, the Titans football team for making the IHSA football playoffs for the 4th year in a row, and cross country runners Trevor Lay, Michael Cook and Nicole Wager for advancing to the IHSA State meet.

An update on Senate Bill 7 (the Education Reform Legislation) was provided.  As part of the update it was communicated that our required Joint Committee would be meeting on Tuesday, November 22 and that members of the Joint Committee would be Mr. Kazubowski, Mrs. Friedman, Mr. Johnston, Mr. Buck, Mrs. Jackson and Mrs. VanDeVelde. 

Mr. Kazubowski reported that our annual end of the year evaluation meeting for our fall sports co-ops would be taking place on Friday, December 2 at 11:00.  Mr. Kazubowski asked for a board representative to attend the meeting.

NEW BUSINESS

Book Presentation for American Education Week
Supt. Kazubowski reported that in celebration of American Education Week that takes place during the week of November 14th, books have been purchased by the Wethersfield Board of Education to be donated to the SLC and ELC on the board’s behalf.  

Mr. Kazubowski invited board members and the media to join the Wethersfield staff on Wednesday, November 16th in the cafeteria between 11:30 and 12:15 for an Italian luncheon as a way to show the district’s appreciation to staff members during American Education Week.  It was communicated that Mr. Johnston, Mrs. Friedman, and Mr. Kazubowski would be serving at the luncheon and that it would be catered by Lisa Rashid from LaGondola.

Approve Board Policies Head Injury-Concussion Policy/1-200/7-160/7-200/7-800/11-101/11-320/11-321/11-330
A motion was made by Bryan and seconded by Fargher to approve board policies Head Injury-Concussion Policy/1-200/7-160/7-200/7-800/11-101/11-320/11-321/11-330 as presented. On a roll call vote the following members voted “Yes:” Brody, Bryan, Fargher, Nelson, Reeves, and Kenney.  The motion carried 6-0.

8th Grade Construction Trades Career Expo
Mr. Johnston reported that our 8th grade students would be attending the Quad Cities’ Construction Trades Expo on December 7.  He communicated that the Construction Trades Expo is an event, put on by the various Quad City Trade Unions and the Tri-County Vocational Consortium, that provides students with a hand-on approach to learning about the various construction trades as a way to see if any of the trades would be a career path the students would like to explore.

New Electronic Parent Communications

To make use of technology to communicate school cancellations, communicate upcoming school events, and provide highlights of past school events; Wethersfield is piloting various social media websites.  Mrs. Friedman reported that she has created an elementary Facebook page and Mr. Kazubowski has created a link to allow parents and students to sign up to follow twitter messages from geesesupt.  It was also reported that Janel Smith is running a Facebook page for the Wethersfield Academic Foundation that features Victor E Goose.

Principal’s Report

Principal Johnston and Principal Friedman answered questions on their board reports.

Other New Business

Mr. Kazubowski reported that there were approximately a dozen junior high girls interested in being a part of a junior high pom pon squad sponsored by our athletic booster club.  Mr. Kazubowski reported that we would be recommending a pom pon sponsor later on in the meeting.

Comments from Visitors
Dave Clarke commented on the narrow margin that separates the grade point averages for the top ten students in the senior class.
EXECUTIVE SESSION

A motion was made by Brody and seconded by Fargher to enter into executive session at 7:37 PM for the purpose of Employment and Evaluation of Personnel, Student Discipline, and Individual Student Matter.  On a roll call vote the following members voted “Yes:” Brody, Bryan, Fargher, Nelson, Reeves, and Kenney.  The motion carried 6-0.

OPEN SESSION

A motion was made by Fargher and seconded by Brody to return to Open Session at 8:07 P.M.  On a roll call vote the following members voted “Yes:” Brody, Bryan, Fargher, Nelson, Reeves, and Kenney.  The motion carried 6-0.

Employment of Personnel 

A motion was made by Nelson and seconded by Fargher to accept with regrets the resignation of Connie Minteer as part time cafeteria assistant.  On a roll call vote the following members voted “Yes:” Brody, Bryan, Fargher, Nelson, Reeves, and Kenney.  The motion carried 6-0.

A motion was made by Bryan and seconded by Brody to accept with regrets the resignation of Jeremiah Johnston as assistant football coach effective immediately.  On a roll call vote the following members voted “Yes:” Brody, Bryan, Fargher, Nelson, Reeves, and Kenney.  The motion carried 6-0.

A motion was made by Fargher and seconded by Nelson to approve Jill Peart as junior high pom pon sponsor pending numbers for the 2011-2012 junior high boys’ basketball season with stipend paid by the Wethersfield Booster Club.  On a roll call vote the following members voted “Yes:” Brody, Bryan, Fargher, Nelson, Reeves, and Kenney.  The motion carried 6-0.

A motion was made by Fargher and seconded by Bryan to approve as presented the administrative realignment of duties of Jeremiah Johnston and Shane Kazubowski making Mr. Johnston the Junior/Senior High Athletic Director and Mr. Kazubowski assuming various other administrative duties.  On a roll call vote the following members voted “Yes:” Brody, Bryan, Fargher, Nelson, Reeves, and Kenney.  The motion carried 6-0.

A motion was made by Nelson and seconded by Brody to approve Rebecca Griffin as part time cafeteria assistant beginning Tuesday, November 15, 2011.  On a roll call vote the following members voted “Yes:” Brody, Bryan, Fargher, Nelson, Reeves, and Kenney.  The motion carried 6-0.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

a. 2nd 9-weeks Midterm Reports Sent Home- Thursday, November 10

b. NO SCHOOL- Friday, November 11- Veterans Day

c. SPECIAL BOARD MEETING- Public Hearing on ELEMENTARY PE WAIVER- Tuesday, November 15, 2011 at 6:00 PM

d. American Education Week Staff Luncheon- November 16, 2011 11:30-12:15 in Moss Gym (Board Members/Media- Please join us if you are available)
e. Thanksgiving Vacation – November 24-27, 2011

f. 8th Graders to Construction Trades Career Expo in Quad Cities- Wednesday, December 7, 2011

g. Next Meeting- December 8, 2011

ADJOURN
A motion was made by Fargher and seconded by Bryan to adjourn at 8:11 PM.  On a roll call vote the following members voted “Yes:” Brody, Bryan, Fargher, Nelson, Reeves, and Kenney.  The motion carried 6-0.





 ______________________________________

    Sue Brody, Secretary                    Date
Wethersfield Board of Education

439 Willard Street

Kewanee, Il 61443

MINUTES OF THE NOVEMBER 15, 2011 PROPOSED ELEMENTARY PHYSICAL EDUCATION MODIFCATION WAIVER PUBLIC HEARING
President Kenney called the November 15, 2011 Proposed Elementary Physical Education Modification Waiver Public Hearing to order at 6:01 PM with the following members present: Baker, Brody, Bryan, Reeves, and Kenney.  Also in attendance were Supt. Kazubowski, Janean Friedman, Jeremiah Johnston and Anna McArthur.
President Kenney announced that the public hearing on the proposed elementary PE modification waiver for the purpose of soliciting oral and written public comments shall begin.  

He stated that the public hearing notice was published as prescribed by law and the hearing was then declared open to the public. 
President Kenney directed Supt. Kazubowski to review the reasons for the proposal to hold elementary physical education on an every other day basis.
Comments from Visitors 

At the conclusion of Mr. Kazubowski’s review, President Kenney asked if there were any written or oral comments from visitors.  
There were no oral or written comments from visitors.

Comments from Board Members

There were no comments from board members.

President Kenney announced that all persons desiring to be heard had been provided an opportunity, and hearing no further questions or comments he announced the public hearing is hereby closed.
Action on Elementary PE Wavier Modification Application

A motion was made by Reeves and seconded by Brody to approve the elementary PE waiver modification application as presented.  On a roll call vote the following members voted “Yes:” Baker, Brody, Bryan, Reeves, and Kenney.  The motion carried 5-0.

ADJOURN
A motion was made by Bryan and seconded by Baker to adjourn the Public Hearing on the proposed elementary physical education modification waiver public hearing at 6:07PM.  On a roll call vote the following members voted “Yes:” Baker, Brody, Bryan, Fargher, Nelson, Reeves, and Kenney.  The motion carried 5-0.

_________________________________

 Sue Brody, Secretary                  Date

