Wethersfield Board of Education

439 Willard Street

Kewanee, IL 61443

MINUTES OF THE OCTOBER 13, 2011 REGULAR MEETING
Vice President Bryan called the October 13, 2011 Regular Meeting to order at 6:32 PM with the following members present: Baker, Brody, Fargher, Nelson, Reeves, and Bryan.  Also in attendance were: Principal Friedman, Principal Johnston, Supt. Kazubowski, Star Courier Correspondent Dave Clarke and staff member Tammy Jackson. 

REGULAR BUSINESS

Consent Agenda

A motion was made by Fargher and seconded by Baker to approve consent agenda items:  Minutes of the September 8, 2011 Public Hearing on the FY 12 Budget; Minutes of the September 8, 2011 Regular Meeting and Executive Session; Financial Reports, Investment Reports, Student Activity Fund Report, and Bills; and Student Suspensions.  On a roll call vote the following members voted “Yes:” Baker, Brody, Fargher, Nelson, Reeves, and Bryan.  The motion carried 6-0.

Correspondence 

Mr. Kazubowski shared that over the summer we applied for a $10,000 Monsanto mathematics and science grant.  He communicated that although we did not receive the grant, Monsanto did make a $500 donation to our school district.  Mr. Kazubowski also communicated the Michael Gould from our local Radio Shack store donated an Electronic Exploration Kit to our school district.

Comments from Visitors 

There were no comments from visitors.

Board Reports 

Vice President Bryan asked Board Members to share any reports on matters related to various committees and organizations.  Dan Bryan reported that PATT was meeting this evening and that their annual Club’s Choice Fundraiser has started.  Tyrone Baker reported on the upcoming music concerts.  It was communicated that the Academic Hall of Fame Induction Ceremony/Dinner would be taking place at 6:00 pm this Saturday.   

OLD BUSINESS
Elementary PE Waiver

A motion was made by Brody and seconded by Fargher to approve setting an Elementary PE Waiver Public Hearing on Tuesday, November 15, 2011 at 6:00 PM for the purpose of extending our PE waiver to offer elementary PE on an every other day basis.  On a roll call vote the following members voted “Yes:” Baker, Brody, Fargher, Nelson, Reeves, and Bryan.  The motion carried 6-0.

Approval of FY 11 Financial Audit Report
Supt. Kazubowski reviewed the Annual Financial Report from our district’s auditors and reported that Tim Custis from Gorenz and Associates would be in attendance at the November 10, 2011 board meeting to provide our official audit report.  
A motion was made by Reeves and seconded by Baker to approve the FY 11 Audit Report as presented and authorize Supt. Kazubowski to submit approved copies to ISBE and the ROE by October 14th as required by law.  On a roll call vote the following members voted “Yes:” Baker, Brody, Fargher, Nelson, Reeves, and Bryan.  The motion carried 6-0.

Standardized Test Data/2011 School Report Card Update
Mr. Johnston, Mrs. Friedman and Mr. Kazubowski provided a power point presentation on our 2011 ISAT and PSAE test scores as well as the 2011 State School Report Cards.  They commended our staff and students for their hard work in preparing for the tests as the school district did meet the NCLB threshold of 85% of our student meeting/exceeding the standards for all subgroups.  It was also pointed out that due to a low graduation rate from our 2010 graduating class, our junior/senior high and our district did not make AYP this year. 

The school report cards will be posted on the district web site for public viewing, and anyone interested in receiving a hard copy of the report cards can contact the unit office.

10- Year Health-Life-Safety Audit
Mr. Kazubowski reminded the board our required 10-year Health-Life-Safety Audit must be completed this school year, and that our architect Bill Phillips has visited our district a handful of times to conduct his analysis and meet with our committee.  Board representative from our committee, Sue Brody, provided a list of violations that we must correct.  The major  items on the list that must be corrected consisted of: 1) roof repair/replacement on the flat rubber roofs on portions of the elementary building 2) bleacher repairs and code violation corrections on the football field, high school gym and Moss Gym 3) Door exiting replacement and repair work at the Blish, High School and Elementary Buildings 4) Electrical and fire alarm work 5) Upgrades in the cafeteria consisting of a fire suppression system above the stove, replacement of the original 10 burner stove and convection oven, upgrading of exhaust fans, and replacement of facets on the dish room sink 6) replacement of rusted out heaters in the elementary restrooms 6) bringing safety railings around our landings up to code 7) General work around the buildings with the major portion of the work consisting of tuck pointing, adding fire proof walls and ceilings in storage areas, replacing non-working water fountains, bringing the height of safety railings up to code, and replacing the stage curtains so they meet fire proofing requirements 8) adding key card readers and rekeying the exterior doors of the district. 9) Ventilation work in the high school gymnasium.  

Various scenarios for the elementary roof replacement/repair work were shared, and Mr. Kazubowski reviewed tentative tax levy rates and bond pay back estimates for the different scenarios. Discussion ensued.

A motion was made by Fargher and seconded by Baker to approve our 10-year Health-Life-Safety Audit as presented for a total dollar amount of $620,448 consisting of $285,660 for the Senior High Building, $248,088 for the Elementary Building, $44,520 for the Blish Building, and $42,180 for the Stadium.  On a roll call vote the following members voted “Yes:” Baker, Brody, Fargher, Nelson, Reeves, and Bryan.  The motion carried 6-0.

School Board Convention

Mr. Kazubowski reminded board members that the school board convention takes place on November 17-20 and he asked board members to check their board notes for individual reservation dates and to let him know right away if their plans change so that he can make adjustments accordingly.  He reported that he would have hotel confirmation numbers, registration badges, and an itinerary available for hand out at the November 10, 2011 board meeting.

Hospital EAV

Mr. Kazubowski shared that Governor Quinn placed an order on the Department of Revenue not to make any more tax exempt rulings on Hospitals until a compromise has been worked out legislatively.  Mr. Kazubowski reported that this is going to cause our district to go into our third year setting our December levy without knowing what our specific EAV will be in the end.  He also communicated that he has spoken with both of our representatives about the possibility of working out a compromise with the taxing bodies when the final legislative compromise is worked out and that he would be forwarding a letter to Julie Smith who is the governor’s education secretary.  Denny Nelson suggested we contact other communities that are in the same situation to see if they would be willing to sign on with the compromise letter as well.

Senate Bill 7 Update
Mr. Kazubowski communicated that he, Mr. Johnston and Mrs. Friedman attended a training session on the legal requirements of implementing Senate Bill 7 which is the education reform bill that was summarized at the September board meeting.  He reported that the Common Core Standards transition and the development of local assessments we are currently undertaking will help us as we develop mandated evaluation systems for principals and teachers that must contain a student growth component.  Mr. Kazubowski also communicated that he would be attending a brain storming session with other area districts on meeting the Senate Bill 7 requirements, and that as we move forward we would be working with our union leadership to gather their input on how best to meet the requirements. 

Other Old Business 
Mr. Kazubowski reported that John Patch of John’s Glass Shop installed the glass and shelving for the Palanos Memorial Trophy Case and that plans are underway to rearrange our current athletic trophy displays as well as incorporate a section to honor our non-athletic competitions such as band, chorus, scholastic bowl and speech team.  It was also communicated that a display case will be created to recognize and honor our district’s valedictorians and salutatorians from year to year.

Mr. Kazubowski communicated that as a result of discussions that took place a few years ago during our annual co-op discussion with Annawan, discussions that have taken place about distance learning opportunities as well as a board goal that had been set for Mr. Kazubowski a meeting took place with other area Lincoln Trail Conference schools to discuss various cooperative efforts that could take place beyond athletics.  He reported that a follow up meeting has been scheduled, but at the first brain storming meeting areas such as piloting a distance learning course, creating a mini-area vocation center between the districts and creating an advanced course academy between the districts were discussed.

It was reported that the Annawan School District conducted a poll of their senior parents to see if there was interest in adjusting their graduation start time, and based on the poll a strong majority of parents wanted to keep their 2:00pm graduation time.  It was communicated that as a district we do try to schedule around all area district’s graduation times, but unfortunately there are only so many dates and the premier start time for a graduation is 2:00pm.  Unfortunately our graduation date and time will conflict with an area district’s graduation time this year.

NEW BUSINESS

Approval of Board Policies 1-200/2-115/2-200/3-110/3-600/5-210.1/6-250/6-310/6-521 
A motion was made by Fargher and seconded by Nelson to approve board policies 1-200/2-115/2-200/3-110/3-600/5-210.1/6-250/6-310/6-521 as presented.  On a roll call vote the following members voted “Yes:” Baker, Brody, Fargher, Nelson, Reeves, and Bryan.  The motion carried 6-0.
Ambulance Service at Football Games
Mr. Kazubowski reported that he received a phone call from Chief Schaecher stating that the City was having difficulty securing volunteers to man the ambulance at home football games for Wethersfield and Kewanee.  As a result the City was going to pay ambulance staff a total of $90 per game to man the football game.  For this school year the City was going to split the cost with Wethersfield and Kewanee so it would cost each district a total of $45 a game for ambulance service and next school year it was going to cost each district the $90 per game.

Principal’s Reports
Principal Johnston and Principal Friedman answered questions on their respective board reports. 

Other New Business

Mr. Johnston and Mrs. Friedman updated the board on the recent assembly that took place where Wal-Mart held a drawing to provide 10 staff members with $100 gift cards that could be used at Wal-Mart to purchase supplies for their classrooms.  Wethersfield Board Members extended a very special thank you to Wal-Mart for their partnership in helping to educate the youth in our community. 

Mr. Kazubowski reminded board members that the Governor’s Classroom First Commission was conducting a public meeting on November 2 from 11:30-1:00 at Black Hawk College West Campus.  He asked board members to let him know if they were interested in attending the meeting. 

Comments from Visitors

There were no comments from visitors. 
EXECUTIVE SESSION

A motion was made by Baker and seconded by Brody to enter into executive session at 8:00 P.M. for the purpose of Employment and Evaluation of Personnel, Student Discipline, and an Individual Student Matter.  On a roll call vote the following members voted “Yes:” Baker, Brody, Fargher, Nelson, Reeves, and Bryan.  The motion carried 6-0.

OPEN SESSION

A motion was made by Fargher and seconded by Brody to return to open session at 8:33 P.M.  On a roll call vote the following members voted “Yes:” Baker, Brody, Fargher, Nelson, Reeves, and Bryan.  The motion carried 6-0.

Employment of Personnel  

A motion was made by Nelson and seconded by Baker to approve the updated list of coaches for the 2011-2012 school year that includes volunteer elementary basketball coaches, volunteer high school wrestling coaches, and Verna Looney as junior high assistant track coach.  On a roll call vote the following members voted “Yes:” Baker, Brody, Fargher, Nelson, Reeves, and Bryan.  The motion carried 6-0.

A motion was made by Baker and seconded by Fargher to approve Todd Hannam as freshman boys’ basketball coach and Matt Clark as assistant varsity basketball coach with both positions paid for by the athletic booster club and both position pending the need based on numbers.  On a roll call vote the following members voted “Yes:” Baker, Brody, Fargher, Nelson, Reeves, and Bryan.  The motion carried 6-0.

A motion was made by Fargher and seconded by Nelson to approve A.J. Tessier as custodial assistant to fill in for custodian Steve Wager while he is out on medical leave.  On a roll call vote the following members voted “Yes:” Baker, Brody, Fargher, Nelson, Reeves, and Bryan.  The motion carried 6-0.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

a. Next Board Meeting — Thursday, November 10, 2011

b. 1st Nine Weeks Ends- October 14

c. Rededication of Memorial Field- Friday, October 14 at 6:30pm

d. WAF Hall of Fame Induction- Saturday, October 15 at 6:00pm 

e. P/T Conferences: October 26:  4pm-8pm (1:45 dismissal)

· October 27: 8am-8pm (no school)

· October 28 (no school)  

· Report Cards Picked up at Conferences

d. No School: November 11- Veteran’s Day

e. IASB Convention at Chicago — November 17-20, 2011

ADJOURN
A motion was made by Fargher and seconded by Brody to adjourn at 8:40 P.M.  On a roll call vote the following members voted “Yes:” Baker, Brody, Fargher, Nelson, Reeves, and Bryan.  The motion carried 6-0.





 ______________________________________

Sue Brody, Secretary                    Date
