Wethersfield Board of Education

439 Willard Street

Kewanee, IL 61443

MINUTES OF THE SEPTEMBER 8, 2011 REGULAR MEETING
Vice President Bryan called the September 8, 2011 Regular Meeting to order at 6:35 PM with the following members present: Baker, Brody, Fargher, Nelson, Reeves, and Bryan.  Also in attendance were: Principal Friedman, Principal Johnston, Supt. Kazubowski, Star Courier correspondent Dave Clarke, WKEI Correspondent Cindy Farmer along with staff members Rachel Brown, Jamie Stalf, and Ryan Buck.

REGULAR BUSINESS

Consent Agenda

A motion was made by Brody and seconded by Baker to approve consent agenda items: Minutes of the August 11, 2011 Regular Meeting and Executive Session; Financial Reports, Investment Report, Bills, and Student Activity Fund Report; Application for Recognition of Schools for Elementary and Jr/Sr High; and the staff/administrator salary-compensation report for 2010-2011. On a roll call vote the following members voted “Yes:” Baker, Brody, Fargher, Nelson, Reeves, and Bryan.  The motion carried 6-0.

Correspondence 

Mr. Kazubowski shared a card we received from Tom Buck thanking the district for organizing the 10 year anniversary of the 2001 State Championship Football Team.

Comments from Visitors 

There were no comments from visitors.

Board Reports 

President Kenney asked Board Members to share any reports on matters related to various committees and organizations.  Sue Brody reported that special education approved their FY 12 operating budget.  Dan Bryan reported that PATT Open House had 74% of parents attend, that the purchase of a new front entrance sign is being investigated and the annual membership drive that included a free T-shirt was a bid success.  

OLD BUSINESS
Adopt FY 12 Budget
A motion was made by Nelson and seconded by Baker to approve the FY 12 Budget as presented.  On a roll call vote the following members voted “Yes:” Baker, Brody, Fargher, Nelson, Reeves, and Bryan.  The motion carried 6-0.

Employee Health Insurance

Mr. Kazubowski reported the teachers union voted to keep prescription drug coverage the same as last school year within our employee health insurance plan and as a result insurance rates for the 2011-2012 school year would increase by 8% over last year’s rates.  The board was reminded that the district contribution for employee only insurance for 2011-2012 would be $6,344.. 

TIF Funding Request  
Supt. Kazubowski shared a letter that was sent to the City of Kewanee requesting TIF funding from the Mill Creek Sub-Division.  He stated that last year we received a payment of $14,725 and that we should anticipate receiving a similar payment this year.

Hospital EAV Update

Mr. Kazubowski stated that he has nothing new to report on the Hospital EAV decision.

Approve Bus Lease Agreement with State Bank of Toulon
Mr. Kazubowski reported that our two new 71 passenger Blue Bird Buses arrived the week of August 22 and he provided a brief description of the safety features that are part of the buses.

A motion was made by Baker and seconded by Brody to approve the 5 year bus lease agreement with the State Bank of Toulon as presented.  On a roll call vote the following members voted “Yes:” Baker, Brody, Fargher, Nelson, Reeves, and Bryan.  The motion carried 6-0.

Appoint IASB Delegate/IASB Division Dinner Meeting
President Kenney was appointed as our delegate to the delegates meeting held during the Annual IASB Conference.   
Other Old Business 
Mr. Kazubowski communicated that Bill Phillips was in the district on September 7 to conduct our mandated 10 year Life-Safety Inspection and that Sue Brody would be representing the board at a follow up meeting that would take place with Bill on September 14.  Mr. Kazubowski reported that he has already had conversations with Kevin Yepsen at Community State Bank and with First MidState about the possible need to issue Life-Safety Bonds to cover the work.  Mr. Kazubowski communicated that we have bonds that we are retiring this year and that our goal will be to keep our tax rate consistent for the tax payers of our district.   

Mr. Kazubowski communicated that the third Wethersfield Academic Foundation Hall of Fame Class would be inducted at a dinner/ceremony that will take place on October 15 at the Elks Club.  He also reported that the induction class would also be introduced at half-time of the football game on October 14.  He let board members know that their board packet contained an invitation to attend the induction ceremony.

Mr. Kazubowski reminded the board that a rededication ceremony for Wethersfield’s memorial stadium and memorial ticket booth would be taking place at the home football game on Friday, October 14 beginning at 6:30 PM.  He reported that Representative Don Moffitt and Mayor Bruce Tossell have both been invited to speak at the rededication ceremony and that Representative Moffitt was going to dedicated an American Flag that once flew over the State Capital.

Mr. Kazubowski reported that we had a minor drainage issue with the new Blish Parking Lot.  He commended construction supervisor Jake Verscha and Advanced Asphalt for their efforts and cooperation in correcting the problem immediately.  It was suggested that the district send a thank you letter to Advanced Asphalt for their assistance and response throughout the repaving project.

Mr. Kazubowski reminded board members of the School Board Convention that would be taking place on November 17-20.

NEW BUSINESS

2011-2012 Enrollment 
Supt. Kazubowski reviewed a summary of the current 2011-2012 6th day enrollment as compared to historical enrollments.  It was reported that district enrollment was up 24 students as compared to the 6th day of attendance last year.  

Senate Bill 7- Education Reform Legislation

Mr. Kazubowski provided a summary of Senate Bill 7 that was passed into law during the spring legislative session.  The changes that will take place in regards to staff member seniority, staff evaluations, staff rating scales, new training building principals and superintendents must undertake, the new principal evaluation system, and the process to remove ineffective staff members were all discussed.

School Board Training Legislation

Mr. Kazubowski reviewed 2 new laws that relate to mandatory school board member training.  He communicated that the new laws require board members to undergo Open Meetings Act Training as well as training education labor law, financial oversight and accountability, and the fiduciary responsibilities of a school board member.

Drive One For The Schools

It was reported that our district and the Titans sports teams would be partnering with Gustafson Ford to conduct a fundraiser called “Drive One For The Schools”.  The details of the fundraiser were also provided.
Principal’s Reports
Principal Friedman and Principal Johnston answered questions on their board reports.  

Other New Business

There was no other new business.
Comments from Visitors

There were no comments from visitors. 
CLOSED SESSION
A motion was made by Fargher and seconded by Baker to enter into Executive Session at 6:56 PM for the employment and evaluation of personnel, contract negotiations, and student discipline.  On a roll call vote the following members voted “Yes:” Baker, Brody, Fargher, Nelson, Reeves, and Bryan.  The motion carried 6-0.

OPEN SESSION
A motion was made by Fargher and seconded by Baker to return to Open Session at 7:56 PM.  On a roll call vote the following members voted “Yes:” Baker, Brody, Fargher, Nelson, Reeves, and Bryan.  The motion carried 6-0.
WEA Memorandum of Understanding

A motion was made by Nelson and seconded by Fargher to approve the WEA Memorandum of Understanding as presented.  On a roll call vote the following members voted “Yes:” Baker, Brody, Fargher, Nelson, Reeves, and Bryan.  The motion carried 6-0

ADJOURN

A motion was made by Fargher and seconded by Brody to adjourn at 7:58 PM.  On a roll call vote the following members voted “Yes:” Baker, Brody, Fargher, Nelson, Reeves, and Bryan.  The motion carried 6-0.




 ______________________________________

    Sue Brody, Secretary                    Date

Wethersfield Board of Education

439 Willard Street

Kewanee, Il 61443

MINUTES OF THE FISCAL YEAR 12 BUDGET PUBLIC HEARING
Vice President Bryan called the September 8, 2011  Fiscal Year 12 Budget Public Hearing to order at 6:30PM with the following members present: Baker, Brody, Fargher, Nelson, Reeves, and Bryan.  Also in attendance were Principal Friedman, Principal Johnston, Supt. Kazubowski, Star Courier Correspondent Dave Clarke, WKEI Correspondent Cindy Farmer along with staff members Rachel Brown, Jamie Stalf, and Ryan Buck.
Vice President Bryan announced that the public hearing for the proposed FY 12 Budget shall begin.  He stated that the budget has been on display as prescribed by law, and that it was the intent of the board to act on the budget during the regular portion of the board meeting.

Vice President Bryan directed Supt. Kazubowski to review the proposed FY 12 Budget for the board and the public.  Mr. Kazubowski pointed out that general state aid calculations from the State would be prorated this year because the State did not budget enough money to cover the actual cost for a per pupil foundation level of $6,119.  The proration would cause Wethersfield to lose an additional $100,000 in general state aid this year on top of the roughly $280,000 that was reported last month.

Comments from Board Members

At the conclusion of Mr. Kazubowski’s budget review, Vice President Bryan asked if there were any comments from board members.  There were no comments from board members.

Comments from Visitors 

Vice President Bryan asked if there were any comments from the public.  
There were no comments from visitors.

Vice President Bryan announced that all persons desiring to be heard had been provided an opportunity, and hearing no further questions or comments he announced the public hearing is hereby closed.

ADJOURN
A motion was made by Nelson and seconded by Baker to adjourn the Public Hearing on the proposed FY 12 Budget at 6:34PM.  On a roll call vote the following members voted “Yes:” Baker, Brody, Fargher, Nelson, Reeves, and Bryan.  The motion carried 6-0.

_________________________________

Sue Brody, Secretary                  Date

